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UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION,
SIXTH AMENDMENT

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and publictrial . .. to beinformed of the nature and cause of

the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to

have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and

to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

GENEVA CONVENTIONS, ARTICLE 103

A prisoner of war shall not be confined while awaiting trial unless

a member of the armed forces of the Detaining Power would be so
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INTRODUCTION

There’s a place in Guantdnamo Bay called Glass Beach. Likely the beach got its
name from the pieces of shattered bottles that wash up on its shore. The sea
scrubs the glass smooth, and so pretty are the little squares of red and green
and brown that one of the officer’s wives used to collect and make jewelry out
of them.

| remember she came by the media office once to show them to us. This
was in 2008; | was working as a journalist at the time and had been sent by my
newspaper to cover the pre-trial hearings of Omar Khadr, a Canadian who'd been
captured in Afghanistan at the age of fifteen and shipped to Guantanamo, where
he would spend the next eight years of his life. We satin the media office, a gaggle
of maybe half a dozen reporters, leafing through documents describing the brutal
interrogations this boy had been put through, the stress positions and sleep
deprivation to which he’d been subjected. And all the while, nearby, the officer’s
wife showed off her homemade jewelry, the little squares of glass shimmering
under the white fluorescents.

Of all the things | remember about the Guantdnamo Bay detention camps,
whathasalwaysstruckmethemostistheextenttowhichalmosteveryoneltalked
to there—from the camp guards to the base commander, from the prosecutors to
the officers’ spouses—had learned to cultivate a talent for dissociation, a talent
for instantaneous forgetting. The same soldiers who escorted us on tours of the
prisoners’ isolation cells in the morning would escort us to beachside barbecues
in the afternoon. The same miilitary public relations officers who made sure to
explain to us at length how respectfully the detainees were treated and how
tactics such as waterboarding had only been used against the worst-of-the-worst
detainees would come with us to the base’s souvenir shop to buy T-shirts that
read, “Guantanamo Bay—the Wetter, the Better.”

Reporting from Guantanamo Bay, | often felt as though the entire enterprise
had been preemptively confined to the past, its myriad cruelties and indignities
and illegalities buried in euphemism and secrecy and spin such as to render them
impossible to talk about with any degree of honesty.

Babiesbornonjanuary11,2002—theday thefirstprisonerswereblindfolded
and flown to the makeshift kennels of Camp X-Ray in Guantdnamo Bay—have
now entered adulthood. An entire generation has come of age in the shadow of

perpetual war against an ever-shifting enemy—at times a terror group, at times a

country, at times an ideology. And the site of so many of the grotesque practices
that have come to define that war—waterboarding, sleep deprivation, stress






But the legacy of the Guantdnamo camps—that moment a nation, caught
up in the frenzy of revenge and immediacy of war, decided to set aside its laws
and norms and principles—does not belong to the past. More than almost any
other focal point in the War on Terror, the detention camps and the ideological
bloodthirstiness that created them have come to influence so many of this
country’s darkest impulses ever since. One cannot look at the internment
facilities currently housing refugee children along the southern border and not
see a blueprint drawn up eighteen years earlier along the southeast Cuban shore.
One cannot assess the new normal of extrajudicial drone killings, ordered by the
president without oversight, and not see an echo of the made-up legal system
designed specifically for Guantdnamo detainees—an ad-hoc solution intended to
skirt all the existing rules, to produce the desired results at any cost.

In this book are the stories of people whose lives were forever changed by
what happened and continues to happen in Guantanamo Bay. Some were swept
up during the early years of the war on terror, quickly found to pose no threat,
and yet held in cages for more than a decade anyway, their freedom sacrificed
at the altar of political and ideological necessity. Others willingly aided the
implementation of the system, only to realize too late the grotesque injustice
at its heart. And yet others tried to tell the world what was happening in these
camps and had their livelihoods and their freedom taken away for their effort. But
all of them, in one way or another, experienced firsthand the single most telling
chapter of 21st-century American militarism, a chapter most of this country has
spent the past decade trying to forget.

Wethink of war, first and foremost, as an outbreak of mass physical violence,
atheater in which we tear oneanother to shreds with bullets and bombs. And this
is of course the defining layer of wartime, but beneath it, supporting the physical
violence, are other layers, each one a different kind of violence—a linguistic
violence, a bureaucratic violence, a violence of apathy, and, always the concluding
chapter, a violence of forgetting.

If Afghanistan and Iraq mark the epicenters of America’s post-9/11 outbreak
of physical violence, the detention camps at Guantdnamo Bay mark the epicenter
of every other kind of violence.

Anyone who spends any time observing the GITMO detention camp, and the
bureaucratic regime that controls it, must quickly become fluent in the language
of euphemism. There are no “prisoners” in Guantdnamo Bay—every time | used
the word while at the base, a nearby officer would correct me. There are only

“detainees.” The word “prisoner” implies a prison sentence, a well-defined thing; a

detainee you can hold without charge forever. There are certainly no prisoners of

war in Guantanamo Bav. onlv unlawful enemv combatants—a categorv dreamed






Of these terms, the one | found most jarring was used to refer to the often
brutal interrogations of captured enemies, the sessions of what the military
famously refers to as “enhanced interrogation.” But in reality, the interrogations
themselves were never called interrogations. Whenever a prisoner was to be
dragged into a small room to be subjected to this brutality in an effort to extract
information, the soldiers would refer to it as a “reservation”: As in, “The prisoner
has an upcoming reservation.” The entire system was constructed this way,
dressed up in a costume of benign, antiseptic terminology.

| have no doubt that everyone responsible for the Guantdnamo Bay prison
camps—from the politicians who authorized their creation to the lawyers who
penned opinions justifying them to the soldiers who carried out the day-to-day
cruelty—will never face any real consequences for their actions. To indict the
people who did this is to indict the country that allowed it to happen. Instead
the man who wrote the memos providing legal cover for torture at the camps is
today a law professor at Berkley. The president who oversaw the creation of the
camps is today a respected elder statesman, appearing on daytime TV shows and
peddling portraits of the soldiers he sent to be maimedinanillegal war. Thereisno
reckoning, no conciliation, no acknowledgment. Many of the remaining prisoners
in Guantanamo will likely grow old and die there, and unless there’s another terror
attack and a new president decides to begin shipping new prisoners there, the
detention camps will slowly fade out of collective memory.

And this is perhaps the most insidious aspect of Guantdnamo Bay’s legacy—
just how easy it is to forget. Even though the camps still house prisoners, the
entire place feels like something from a prior epoch, a piece of ancient history,
buried now beneath the daily scandals and calamities that have come to define
the present moment in American politics.

Thestoriesinthisbookare, firstandforemost,anantidotetoforgetting. Taken
together, they represent not only a wide-ranging account of how Guantanamo
Bay detention camps functioned, but also the impulses—the communal hatred,
fear, and cowardice—that allowed such a place to exist.

Unless we confront these impulses, they will resurface and give rise to new
nightmares—nightmares whose victims and perpetrators we will be forced, once

more, to begin instantaneously forgetting.

Omar El Akkad was born in Cairo, Egypt, and grew up in the Middle East before moving to Canada.
In a ten-year career as a reporter, he covered stories across the planet—from the war in Afghanistan
to the military trials in Guantdanamo Bay, the Arab Spring revolutions in the Middle East, and the

protests in Ferguson, Missouri. Omar is a recipient of the National Newspaper Award for investigative
reportlng for hls coverage of the “Toronto 18” terrorism arrests He has also won the Edward Goff
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After September 11, 2001, the U.S. government dropped millions
of these paper {lyers over Afghanistan, offering, cash payments
to people who turned in members of al-Qaeda and the Taliban.

Get wealth and power beyond your dreams.
Help the Anti-Taliban Forces rid Afghanistan of
murderers and terrorists.*

You can receive millions of dollars for helping the
Anti-Taliban force catch A1-Qaeda and Taliban murderers.
This is enough money to take care of your family, your
village, your tribe for the rest of your life.

Pay for livestock and doctors and school books and
housing for all your people.*

*Translated from Arabic












GUANTANAMO FACTS
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71
transferred
9 or released
died at
Guantanamo
40
S Pﬂ:zzers
custody e
e of youngest  Aqe of oldest
Agarson hel,ci%at person held at
Guantanamo: Guantanamo:
13

Number of juveniles T
imprisoned at GITMO
between 15 and 2%:
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1 convicted by the military
commissions trial system
1 plead quilty in a plea deal
5 have been cleared for release
but have not been released

7 have been charged with crimes
by the military commissions

r &8

Trials bequn f c>lfj
\9/11 crimes:
I __J

26 are “forever prisoners”—they
are not facing charges but are
i also not cleared for release

—————

] ‘ 00000 January 11, 2002: )
ey ',',: "oy .:.f XA .:.:‘: P Tirst 20 captives arrived at Guantanamo
RIRIDARIARBEDEPARIEI  Bay. 2 of

hose original 20 prisoners
still remain







Citizens of 49 countries have been held in Guantidnamo.

Af%hanisian: Saudi Arabia: China: Britain: France:
220 people 135 people 22 people 9 people 7 people

Where do people qo when they're released from Guantanamo?
Do people released from Guantanamo join terrorist groups?
The data is incomplete and ambiguous. The most thorough

reports say & to 9 percent of prisoners “actively engaged on

the battlefield” a%et’ their release.

f Percent of Guanténamoﬁ
prisoners turned over to Bounties the U.S. government paid
the US. for bounties:

Pakistani and Afcbhani citizens for
individuals they suspected to be part
of the Taliban:

_

Number of le working, at Ratio of workers
the de n{?on camp: to prisoners:
800 | | & T4
1 §2Y0)[Q) 1 5

Cost to run Cost per Average cost of
GITMO per year: prisoner holding someone
per year: in federal prison

per year:

|
e
-

$445 million $11 million $356,299

For a list of sources for these numbers, see the endnotes.



TIMELINE

1903: The Uniled States asks o lease the
strateqically important bay on the south side
of Cuba for a naval station. The $4,085 annual

lease has no expiration date.

1944: During the peak of WWITI, 9.000
Cubans and 4,000 Americans work at
the Naval Station at Guantanamo Bay.

1958: Cuban Revelution :

1959: Fidel Castro
demands the return of
Guantanamo Bay

1960s: 50,000 mines are placed
around Guantanamo's fence, creating,
the larqest minefield in the Western
Hemisphere.

1991-92: 4000 Haitian refugges
are held at GITMO in makeshift
camps while they apply for asylum.

' 1994-96: GITMO continues to detain Cuban
and Haitian refuq,ees who are picked up at
sea on their way to the US.

January 2002 : The
first 20 War on Terror :

prisoners are sent to 7 —

Camp X-Ray. ; -

April 2002 : Camp X-Ray is closed and - -

prisoners are relocated to the prison
building Camp Delta.
Pl

Auqust 2662: The Bush
administration signs off on the

“torture memos” okaying, the use of
brutal interrogation tactics.

March 200 : 665 prisoners
remain in Guantanamo.






April 2004 : The Supreme Court rules that
EriSOners at Guantanamo Ba\{,! have a right to
abeas cor'pus—’che reasons for each person's
imprisonment must be r'eviewecf

April 2004 : Media outlets
publish photos of horrific abuse
= at Abu Ghraib prison.

2005 : To protest their continued imprisonment
without trial, 50 Guantanamo prisoners initiate a
hunger strike. The military begjins force-feeding, them.

Tanuary 2006 : 496 prisoners remain in Guantanamo.

June 2006: In a coordinated act, e
three prisoners at Guantanamo ﬂ RR
commit suicide on the same day.

December 2007: 277 prisoners remain in Guantanamo.

January 2009: On his first day in office, President
Obama orders Guantanamo to close within a year.
(His efforts are subverted by Congyress)

2010 : Congress writes a provision into a defense
spending bill that says Guanf
r*ouq)&

anamo prisoners cannot be
to the U.8. mainland for trial or imprisonment.

2011: The Obama adwministration sets up
“periodic review boards” to determine whether
individual prisoners should be transferred or

continue to be imprisoned without char%e.

January 2012: 171 prisoners remain in Guantanamo.

2012 : The Senate finishes a ©.700-page report on abuse of
prisoners in US. custody after 9/11.

April 2013: 106 of the remaining, 166
prisoners go on hunger strike. In December,
the government changes it policy and refuses to
disclose any information about hunger strikes.

January 2018 : President Trump
signs an order keeping the prison
open indelinitely.

January 2019: 40 prisoners
remain in Guantanamo.










Tray tables
ond seats in the
full upright

position, please.

we're beginning

our descent into
Cuba.

Photos of anything
toward the bay are off
limits. If you shoot
toward the airport,
that's okay.

1'd been wanting to visit Guantanamo for 10
years, ever since a chance encounter with a
Guantanamo veteran.







November 2008, Portland, Oregon |

&
| That looks cool,
‘ '\ what are you

| v
¥

|

It's a zine.

Oh, nice, wha\t'sl
it about?

It’s an anti-war zine.
It's about my time
as a quard at
Guantanamo Bay.

Look, I even found a
parachute cord for
the binding!







You were a N\
soldier? You don't \
look—I mean, you
have, like, a lot of
tattoos, you don't § |
seem the type ... Jf |

Wow. E’n Sarah, by the \ l .
wa% I'm a writer. Well, i
‘m trying to be.

Yep! Michigan
National Guard
artillery unit. Then
we got sent down

Chris Arendt and | immediately became
friends. I had a million questions for them.

Stared at the
wall, mostly.







1 knew absolutely nothing about
Guantanamo. It was just a photo 1'd
seen in the newspaper. . .

3 ﬂ’& -.{’

Si iR
Jhkm PPN
...a word in a headline about torture.
While known around the world, to me at

age 22, it was a mostly invisible, very
confusing place.

It wasn't a real place,
full of real people.

: - N

L

I was working as an unpaid intern at a
newspaper. |l wanted to be a journalist.
rough getting to know Chris, 1
interviewed former Guantanamo prisoners.

And eventually other
Guantanamo veterans.







So can we take
photo.s at the
prison? /At the detention
facility, you can
photograph there.

As the years dragged on, | thought Guantanamo
would close. But in'2019, it's still here. I applied to
attend one of the rare media tours.

/Al right, \
everybody
\ ready?

i Joint Task Force Guantanamo
Public Affairs Director
Commander Adam Bashaw

The reason why is
detainees right now have
not been sentenced.

It's technically correct to
call it a detention facility
rather than a prison.

Do you use a different
term for people who
haven't been charged
with anything?

It'd be similar to a
situation where they hold
people on trial. They're
not in prison during that

time, they're held’in a
detention facility.

Still
detainees.

The only things we ask you
don't photograph there are
any locks, security systems, /

cameras, stuff like that. /

You will be able
to photograph the
detainees, but unfortu-
nately not their faces.

Under the Geneva
Conventions, Article 3,
we're not allowed to do
what they call making them
a pu‘t!ic curiosity.







e e
Guantanamo is a naval base, home to
about 6,000 people, including the 40
prisoners (or detainees). Like any
American military base, it feels like a
small, suburban town.

ohé

It feels weirdly like Phoenix.
But with a beach.

The base has been here a long time—since
1903, when the US. set up shop in Cuba
after the Spanish-American War.

The Cuban government leased the land to

the United States for $4.085 a year. After
the Cuban Revolution in the 1950s, Castro
repeatedly asked for the land back.

The US. refused. We continue to this day
to send an annual check for the lease,
which the Cuban government ceremoniously
declines to cash.

L L

NiIFERw.

During the "90s, tens of thousands of
Haition and Cuban refugees were held
at the base as they applied for asylum—
that's why a makeshift jail was originally

built, to hold refugees accused of crimes.

e

e P

The prison is now a separate part of
the base staffed by 1,800 people.
It's run by a joint task force of five
military branches.







The joint task force draws service members and
contractors from all over the world. They're assigned

to GITMO for anywhere from four months to a yéar,
then rotate out to different jobs somewhere else. -

iy =
| -._f" Commander Bashaw, who's

7

charge of public affairs for
nine months.

/777 ) |from New Orleans, is only in
)

Once I retire, my public
affairs days are over. I'm
?oinq to get into a whole lot
of gardening and see what we
can do about climate change.

Everyone is focused on doin
their job. But each job is just a
tiny, tiny piece of a big machine.

The rules of the machine were set in motion
‘il nearly 20 years ago. It's no one’s job, here and
__ | now, to question how the whole thing works.







In January 2002, the old makeshift = h
refugee jail was turned into ] -
Camp A-Ray. It became the most One good thing to
infamous prison in the world. o ~ [know about Guantanamo
; : B Bay is that there are no
venomous snakes or
spiders here.

[ At nighttime, this is a really nice
place to look at the stars. It's
pretty dark out here.

Already, what
happened here feels
like ancient history.

But even those places aren't consigned to
history. In 20149, the Trump administration
ordered at least one former internment
camp to start holding migrant children.

It reminds me of visiting the old internment
camps in the West, the desolate, overgrown
laces where Japanese Americans were
imprisoned en masse during World War 1L

T







This history, too, is happening right now. Since Camp X-Ray opened,
779 people have been held at Guantanamo. Forty pecple are still here.

Of those 40 people, the US. has
only charged nine with crimes.
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I)-‘-) A= lt]a—lsa'}il‘i"f/"wf\-)‘)rtf:r =

WL
g

They're just . .. waiting. For years.







The auard force that's here today, a lot of
them are young people who have no
emotional connection to 9/11. They were
kids, they were babies.

; Does it feel emotional
at all for you to be here? When
people think about Guantanamo, they
think about here, this ground.

When [ work on any assig[nme.nt. I try not
to let emotion rule what 1 do. We have a
mission to accomplish. Emotion has
nothing to do with it.

We have to make sure that our
[ troopers are safe, that the detainees
; are safe, that they're cared for under
4 the Geneva Convention.

What do you think will happen to this place
in history? Do you think this will be a place
people visit in the future?







What had I imagined Camp X-Ray would become?
A memorial? We Americans never want to face our
dark parts, much less enshrine them in our history.

The next day, we tour the prison.

Here, there are memorials. Each group
of military police stationed here has
left their own monument to their time
on base.

I wonder if Chris’s Michigan
National Guard unit left a
memento. But 1 don't see one.







if [ search
you, sir?
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[ don't know anybody [ When did you Somewhere in "80s.
: 1 | \ become a Taoist? 4

who carries around Lao

1 like it, it's a good way
Tzu in their pocket.

to follow. I try to live
as simply as possible.

P AL XL D AN NG
X e tAl A A S XS Do you do W5 I try to. A lot of m
&T@&@ﬁ@&f AN P meditation? B meditation is Iiste.nin; to

rusic. Hard-core punk. J

Oh really? What's a
=\, punk ba.zd you like? \ 13108

My faverite is actually a -
no-wave band: Sonic Youth. Then
a lot of the old ones: Television.

Joy Division. Dead Kennedys.













The oldest prisoner is in his seventies.
Under President Trump’s orders, the

ison is gearing up to be open for at least
another 25 years.

/ Colonoscopies are
[ becoming common. We're

starting to see the use
A\ of canes and walkers
N\ and so forth.

The doctors won't tell us
their names or let us take
| their photos.

The medical facility is expanding to |
make plans for hospice care.

Will the men die here before they
ever face trial? It seems likely.







We're allowed to see the prisoners from
behind a one-way mirror.

It feels like a fucked-up
safari. We can see them
but they can’t see us.

I think of all the things I've done since
2002, [ was in high school then. Some
prisoners have béen here that long.
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OCTOBER 12, 2000, YEMEN ]

IN OCTOBER 2000, TERRORIST ORGANIZATION
AL-QAEDA SENT TWO SUICIDE BOMBERS TO IT WAS MARK FALLON'S JOB TO FIGURE OUT

DESTROY THE USS COLE. IN THE EXPLOSION,
17 AMERICANS WERE KILLED,

WHAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD DO NEXT.

FOR THE FIRST
FEW DAYS AT THE
COMMAND POST, IT'S
A CRISIS. YOU'RE
NOT GOING HOME
TO SHOWER,

“YOU'RE TRYING TO FIGURE OUT
| WHAT HAPPENED, WHAT DO WE
DO NEXT, HOW MANY MORE
MIGHT DIE."

COULD IT
EXPLODE?Z!
WILL THE

SHIP SINK?! J







ZAN T

"TWO OF THE PRIMARY COLE SUSPECTS WERE
FAHD AL-QUSO AND JAMAL AL-BADAWI. NCIS
AGENTS WERE ABLE

AL-QU

TO GET ACCESS TO
So‘ "

FROM THE
TV SHOW

MAYBE GO

AS FA

WE HAVE TO.

T T

8 “INTERROGATIONS
DON'T HAPPEN LIKE
THEY DO ON TV.”

I'M NOT MESSING
WITH YOU! YOU ARE
GOING TO TELL ME!

R AS

IN ADDITION TO MY
PERSONAL VIEW THAT
IT'S IMMORAL, TORTURE
IS NOT JUST INEFFECTIVE,
IT'S COUNTERPRODUCTIVE.
IT PROVIDES BAD
INFORMATION.







AL-QUSO, WHEN
IT STARTED, HE
WOULDN'T TALK AT
ALL. HE WAS VERY
SMUG. THEY SAT,
THEY HAD TEA,
THEY TREATED
HIM WITH DIGNITY
AND RESPECT.

IN "RAPPORT-BASED" INTERROGATIONS,
INSTEAD OF THREATENING OR BEATING
A PRISONER, AN INTERROGATOR

SPENDS HOURS JUST CHATTING.

THEY TALK AND TALK AND
TALK, WHILE OFFERING THE
PRISONER SMALL REWARDS

FOR COOPERATING.

GETTING GOOD
INFORMATION TAKES A LOT
OF CULTURALLY SPECIFIC
KNOWLEDGE, LANGUAGE
SKILLS, PATIENCE, AND TIME.

"THERE'S NO MAGIC TO IT, IT'S
TREATING SOMEONE WITH
RESPECT, THEN IF YOU TELL ME
SOMETHING, I CAN CHECK AND
VERIFY IT, THAT'S HOW YOU
DETECT DECEPTION."

THEY GOT THE TRUCK."

"AL-QUSO EVENTUALLY GAVE UP
WHAT THE PLOT WAS—WHERE THEY
GOT THE EXPLOSIVES, WHERE

AL-QUSO WENT ON TRIAL,
YEMENI COURTS SENTENCED

FOR HIS ROLE IN THE USS

COLE BOMBING,

"IF YOU THINK OF
THE METHODS AS
HONEY VS. VINEGAR,
MY METHOD WAS
HONEY. THAT'S
NCIS TRAINING."







FINALLY, IN SEPTEMBER
2001, HE WENT TO LONDON
TO PRESENT THE FINDINGS

TO NATO OFFICIALS,

A YEAR INVESTIGATING THE

A MARK AND HIS TEAM SPENT
USS COLE BOMBING,

R gy Vo VR N s Ve T s B o &

a 8
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AMERICA WAS TARGETED
FOR ATTACK BECAUSE
WE'RE THE BRIGHTEST
BEACON FOR FREEDOM

AND OFPORTUNITY IN g a0 NG ONE WiLL

KEEP THAT LIGHT
FROM SHINING.







THE U.S. INVADED AFGHANISTAN,
DETERMINED TO OVERTHROW THE
COUNTRY'S MILITANT TALIBAN
GOVERNMENT AND HUNT DOWN
AL-QAEDA LEADER OSAMA BIN LADEN.

"IN THE FRENZY AFTER 9/11, I'M
WORKING 2O HOURS A DAY. MY
LIFE IS ON HOLD. WE'RE WORRIED
ABOUT THE NEXT ATTACK."

fé*Es‘i}é%”{é"S?ﬁS? Z&SE'S?TT* FOLLOWING THE INVASION
AND INTERROGATE SUSPECTED OF AFGHANISTAN, HUNDREDS
AL-QAEDA MEMBERS AROUND OF PRISONERS WERE HELD
THE WORLD. IN BRUTAL PRISONS AT U.S.
MILITARY BASES—PRIMARILY

AT KANDAHAR AND BAGRAM.

IN NOVEMBER, THE
PRESIDENT SIGNED
A SPECIAL ORDER.

HE SAID THAT BECAUSE AN =\
"EXTRAORDINARY EMERGENCY = \ |
EXISTS,"” SUSPECTED AL-QAEDA 4| \ |

MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT U.S. o v \ X
CITIZENS COULD BE IMPRISONED g )‘ { F -~ a1
WHEREVER THE SECRETARY OF | 4 ﬂ* o \‘ X\
1 J - e \
- - -c; g ;

DEFENSE WANTED.

\“ -t 3 ALSO, NON-U.S. CITIZENS WOULD BE
—— TRIED BY MILITARY COMMISSIONS,

A\ L/ EVEN WHILE U.S. CITIZENS ACCUSED
o3 OF TERRORISM WERE TRIED BY
REGULAR FEDERAL COURTS.




THE REGULAR SYSTEM FOR U.S. CITIZENS,
A WHOLLY NEW AND MUCH MORE
COMPLEX SYSTEM FOR EVERYONE ELSE.

THIS CREATED TWO DIVERGING
TRACKS FOR AMERICAN JUSTICE:

THREE MONTHS AFTER 7/11,
DONALD RUMSFELD REVEALED o WOULD
THAT THE U.S, WOULD START CHARACTERIZE
MOVING TERRORISM SUSPECTS GUANTANAMO BAY,
FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO CUBA, AS THE
THE OLD REFUGEE JAIL AT LEAST WORST
GUANTANAMO BAY. \ PLACE WE COULD
. ; ) HAVE SELECTED.

L3

THESE ARE PEOPLE
THAT WOULD GNAW
THROUGH
HYDRAULIC LINES IN
THE BACK OF A C-17
TO BRING IT DOWN,

\ THESE PRISONERS
WOULD BE THE
ABSOLUTE “"WORST
OF THE WORST."

- -‘# —— -
SR T : 50 THESE ARE VERY,
S & VERY DANGEROUS W
B = ~ PEOPLE, AND THAT'S
- 5 | : HOW THEY'RE
) ) BEING TREATED,
- (T
i - 1
i o k
- -







WHEN I HEARD
GUANTANAMO
WOULD BE USED FOR
INTERROGATIONS,
IT SEEMED LIKE A
GOOPD IDEA.

Y YT'S A SAFE AREA TO DO
INTERROGATIONS, I DON'T

— ] HAVE TO SEND MY PEOPLE
ZzZ ZZz INTO THE BATTLEFIELD
W Z TO GET EVIDENCE."
4 ,
. : z 4
- €} % y/
h z z ./
4 z
W\ \ \ * n~\
) g m —
“I'D BEEN TO

GUANTANAMO BEFORE
WHEN THE CUBAN HAITIAN
REFUGEE CONFLICT
OCCURRED.

I KNEW THEY HAD A
LITTLE JAIL, A NAVAL
HOSPITAL, A
MCDONALD'S, BEACHES."

MARK WAS ASKED TO BECOME CHIEF INVESTIGATOR FOR
THE MILITARY COMMISSION PROCESS—BASICALLY, LEADING
INVESTIGATIONS TO FIND EVIDENCE THAT COULD BE USED TO
PROSECUTE GUANTANAMO PRISONERS IN MILITARY COURTS.






AFTER WORLD WAR II,
WE TRIED THE LEADERS,
AND EVERYONE ELSE
WENT HOME.

-
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IF YOU LOOK BACK TO
THE NUREMBERG TRIALS

YOU LOST, GO BACK

WE SAID, "WE wON,‘y

TO YOUR FARM, GO
BUILD YOUR BMWs."

S50 WHEN I GOT THE MISSION FROM
PRESIDENT BUSH, I'M THINKING, "OKAY
WE GET BIN LADEN, WE GET KHALID SHEIKH
MOHAMMED, WE GET FIVE OR SIX OF THESE
BIG SHOTS, WE HAVE THESE TRIALS, WE
SHOW THE WORLD THAT WE BELIEVE
IN THE RULE OF LAW."

WE'RE A FAIR AND
JUST SOCIETY, WE'RE
NOT LIKE YOUR
DICTATORSHIPS!
THIS IS AMERICA!







"THE NUREMBERG TRIALS DIDN'T LAST MORE
THAN A YEAR, SO WE WERE LIKE, ‘OKAY, LET'S 4
MAKE THESE CASES QUICK, GET THE EVIDENCE Py
OUT THERE, LET SOME JUDICIAL BODY DECIDE,
AND NEXT. MOVE ON."

J ~

.

CAMP X-Ray

Y ¥ W \".".7/.".//
“IT WAS SUPPOSED TO . ‘
BE THIS SHORT-TERM ¥ &5
FACILITY THAT WAS
GONNA GO AWAY IN
A YEAR OR TWO."

W X
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“"WHEN I FIRST GOT THERE, I SAW THE
KENNELS AND THESE TWOQO BUCKETS—ONE
BUCKET FOR YOUR DRINKING WATER AND
ONE FOR YOUR EXCREMENT."

T
et

UKL
s ettt
SR
B

- —
ey

e,
7,
o0

s,
5>

e e S e,
.‘f:fp‘."‘

st ey
>, -0:'&’-...«

"I MEAN, WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO
PUT OUR MILITARY DOGS IN THOSE PENS
BECAUSE THEY AREN'T AIR CONDITIONED."

“I'M EXPECTING "I'VE B
THESE BIG

AL-GIAEDA GUYS."

COUNTERTERRORISM SINCE
THE '90S, SO I HAD NAMES THAT
I WAS AWARE OF, GUYS WE'VE

BEEN TRACKING. I MEAN, WE

POOABSSINN

EEN WORKING ON

EDA."







UM, HE'S

NONE OF
THESE GUYS
ARE ON
OUR LIST.

SAYING, "PLEASE,
MISTER, PLEASE,
THERE'S BEEN A
MISTAKE, THERE
WAS A MIX-UPZ"

WHAT THE
FUCK? WHO

ARE THESE







AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, THE UNITED
STATES OFFERED BOUNTIES TO PEOPLE
WHO TURNED IN SUSPECTED AL-QAEDA

AND TALIBAN MEMBERS.

FAMILY, YOUR VILLAGE, YOUR TRIBE FOR THE REST OF YOUR
LIFE. PAY FOR LIVESTOCK AND DOCTORS AND SCHOOL
BOOKS AND HOUSING FOR ALL YOUR PEOPLE."

U 3 ) Sy S e F AT T T STERREEEER

= %/ % 0 “YOU CAN RECEIVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOR HELPING THE |
O ANTI-TALIBAN FORCE CATCH AL-QAEDA AND TALIBAN
Qy MURDERERS. THIS IS ENOUGH MONEY TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR

;;.l-ln.l:,\;‘ﬂ‘!q-..s;p:-qo_-léu
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ONE CIA OFFICER RECALLED TAKING A
SUITCASE WITH $3 MILLION IN CASH INTO
AFGHANISTAN TO HELP WIN OVER
WARLORDS TO FIGHT FOR THE U.S.







IN OUR INITIAL ASSESSMENT
INTERVIEWS WITH DETAINEES . . . IT
BECAME CLEAR THAT WE ENDED UP
WITH A BUNCH OF GUYS WARLORDS
HAD TURNED IN FOR A BOUNTY WITH
NO EVIDENCE THEY HAD ANY VALUE.
WE CALLED THEM . ..

AN 7\ 2N S

~
N
"DIRT FARMERS WAS MY WAY OF JOKING—
I MEAN, THESE WERE GUYS WHO WERE
WORKING THE FIELDS OF AFGHANISTAN,
THEY WERE NOT EXTREMISTS."

SO

/‘\ N

%% 677

DIRT FARMERS—WE'VE
GOT LOTS AND LOTS
OF DIRT FARMERS,

YA LOT OF THESE GUYS, THEY'VE
AYBE NEVER LEFT THEIR VILLAGE,
HEY'VE NEVER SEEN A MAP, THEY

N ' DON'T KNOW THEIR BIRTHDAYS."
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“INSTEAD OF HOLDING
‘'THE WORST OF THE

WORST, IT BECAME A
DUMPING GROUND."

1]

I NEED ROOM FOR
THE REAL BAD GUYS!
I WANT TO BRING
PEOPLE TO JUSTICE!
I WANT THE GUYS WHO
KILLED 3,000 PEOPLE!

HOwW DO WE
GET THESE DIRT
FARMERS OUT
OF HERE?







"AS THOSE FIRST
PLANE LOADS STARTED

TO ARRIVE, RUMSFELD

IT MINIMIZED."

"HE DIDN'T. WANT TO SEND

[PRISONERS] OVER THERE AND

; THEN RELEASE THEM., IT DIDN'T
MATTER HOW MUCH INFO YOU HAD

‘| THAT THEY WEREN'T AL-QAEDA."

UNDER THE NEW LAWS CREATED FOR BEFORE THE PRISON HAD BEEN OPEN EVEN A
GUANTANAMO, THERE WAS NO MECHANISM YEAR, JOURNALISTS WERE REPORTING THAT THE

FOR DEALING WITH PRISONERS WHO SAID MILITARY KNEW MANY MEN IN GUANTANAMO
THEY HAD BEEN SEIZED BY MISTAKE. THE WERE FALSELY IMPRISONED . . . BUT WAS AFRAID

ONLY WAY ANYONE COULD GET OUT OF THE
PRISON WAS IF THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF

APPROVED THEIR RELEASE OR TRANSFER.
e 1 Id at Guantaname

Hel
Margul Likely Terrorists

TO LET THEM OUT.

YIF THEY WEREN'T
TERRORISTS

BEFORE, THEY
CERTAINLY WOULD
BE NOW."

RUMSFELD APPOINTED ARMY MAJOR
GENERAL MICHAEL DUNLAVEY TO e I WAS IN '‘NAM! T
LEAD THE JOINT TASK FORCE'S \ KNOW HOW TO DG
INTERROGATIONS AT GUANTANAMO, ‘ INTERROGATIONS!

UH OH. I DON'T

REMEMBER "PEOPLE ON
M oo )| " ns s e ™ ARG BoNLaveY
THOSE AS A LOOSE CANNON. \COCOA PUFFS'—

AFTER THE
CEREAL AD LINE,
‘I'M CUCKOO FOR
COCOA PUFFS.™







"DUNLAVEY REALIZED AL-QAHTANI WAS
POTENTIALLY MUCH MORE VALUABLE
THAN WHAT HE CALLED THE ‘MICKEY

MOUSE' PRISONERS AT GITMO."

THE INTERROGATION TEAM BECAME

INTERESTED IN ONE PARTICULAR PRISONER:
22-YEAR-OLD MOHAMMED AL-QAHTANI,
UNLIKE MOST OF THE PRISONERS, HE

HAD NOT BEEN BOUGHT FOR A BOUNTY.

HE WAS CAPTURED WHILE TRYING TO
CROSS THE PAKISTANI BORDER,

(] _—

(N, ’
R BUT AL-QAHTANI
WASN'T TELLING
' THE INTERROGATORS
WHAT THEY WANTED.

“DUNLAVEY PROPOSED TO HAVE

AL-GAHTANI '‘SENT OFF ISLAND'
TO EITHER JORDAN, EGYPT, OR
ANOTHER COUNTRY."
"BASICALLY, HE WANTED TO DO
A CIA-STYLE RENDERING ON
AL-QAHTANI TO SEE WHAT COULD
BE TORTURED OUT OF HIM."

"YOU ALSO HAVE
AN OBLIGATION

TO CHALLENGE AN

UNLAWFUL ORDER.”

i..

"WHEN YOU'RE IN MY LINE
OF WORK, YOU HAVE AN
OBLIGATION TO FOLLOW

AN ORDER."
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IN SEPTEMBER 2002, MARK FOUND OUT
THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT LAWYERS IN MY WORRY WAS
THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION WERE ALL DUNLAVEY WAS GOING
PLANNING TO VISIT GUANTANAMO, HE -\_\\‘ TO CONVINCE THEM i
JUMPED ON A PLANE TO GITMO, THATTgi_?SE(EJED TO

"I WANTED THE
OPPORTUNITY TO
TALK TO THEM TO
CONVINCE THEM
THEY WERE WRONG."

“LIKE, I'VE DONE THIS FOR >
| YEARS, PLEASE LISTEN TO ME, K
d SIRS, BECAUSE I DON'T WANT
YOU TO BUY INTO THIS IDEA
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r’; “"THEY DE ACCESS. I DIDN'T T"O‘

[/

i‘ GET TO MEET THEM, SO I RUSHED
BACK TO WASHINGTON BECAUSE
I WAS AFRAID, I DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT HAPPENED."
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BY OCTOBER 2002, GENERAL DUNLAVEY
HAD ALREADY BEEN REPLACED WITH A NEW
COMMANDER: GENERAL GEOFFREY MILLER,

MARK WAS HOPEFUL THAT THE
== WORST WAS OVER AND THE NEW
4t | GENERAL WOULD TAKE A MORE
: SANE, ANTI-TORTURE STANCE
ON INTERROGATIONS.

I — L=
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BUT GENERAL MILLER HAD
A SPECIAL TAG LINE FOR
HOW TO TREAT PRISONERS.

WE'VE GOT TO
SHOW THEM THAT
WE HAVE MORE
TEETH THAN
THEY HAVE ASS,
HOO-AH!

THE WEEK AFTER HE ARRIVED, GENERAL
MILLER APPROVED A HARSH INTERROGATION
PLAN FOR MOHAMMED AL-QAHTANI: SOLITARY
CONFINEMENT, SLEEP DEPRIVATION,
ROUND-THE-CLOCK INTERROGATION.

p—

SURPRISED AND CONFUSED, MARK AND
A FEW ALLIES ARGUED THAT TREATING
PRISONERS BADLY WAS BOTH
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE AND ILLEGAL.

YT WAS CLEAR TO ME THAT WE WERE GOING
TO COMMIT WAR CRIMES. I WAS TRYING TO
STOP WHAT I THOUGHT WAS JUST A VERY
POOR POLICY DECISION."

THEY GOT
NOWHERE,

"I REALIZED THAT WHOEVER WAS BEHIND
THIS PUSH TO TORTURE WAS POWERFUL."

I HAD NO IDEA
AT THE TIME THAT THE
PRESIDENT AUTHORIZED
THE CIA TO KIDNAP
PEOPLE, GIVING THEM
TO OTHER COUNTRIES
TO BE TORTURED,






AFTER MARK'S EFFORTS TO STOP THEM FAILED, A
TEAM WORKING IN SHIFTS STARTED INTERROGATING
MOHAMMED AL-QAHTANI FOR 2O HOURS A DAY,

AL-QAHTANI WENT ON A HUNGER
STRIKE, REFUSING FOOD AND WATER.
MARK READ THE INCOMING RECORDS
OF EACH DAY'S INTERROGATION WITH

RISING HORROR,

“INTERROGATION LOG DETAINEE 0O&3
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2002":

qa

"NOVEMBER 29, O4:00:
CORPSMAN ADVISES
DETAINEE HE NEED TO DRINK
THREE BOTTLES OF WATER
OR GET AN ENEMA, AFTER
SOME RESISTANCE, DETAINEE
DRINKS ONE AND A HALF
BOTTLES OF WATER."

"NOVEMBER 26, 23:08:
DETAINEE CLAIMED THAT THE
INTERROGATIONS ARE BASED

ON MALICE, HATE, AND

JEALOUSY. HE SAID, 'THE
TREATMENT IS WILD AND
ANIMALISTIC. EVERYBODY HAS
LIMITS. ONCE THOSE LIMITS ARE
CROSSED, WHAT 1S SOMEBODY
SUPPOSED TO DO?7'"

"NOVEMBER 27, 1C:00:
CONTROL PUTS DETAINEE IN
SWIVEL CHAIR TO KEEP HIM
AWAKE AND STOP HIM FROM
FIXING HIS EYES ON ONE
SPOT IN BOOTH. CONTROL
USED “"ONION" ANALOGY TO
EXPLAIN HOW DETAINEE'S
CONTROL OVER HIS LIFE IS
BEING STRIPPED AWAY."

“07:30: DOCTOR CHECKS
DETAINEE. TELLS DETAINEE THAT
IF DETAINEE DOESN'T HAVE A
BOWEL MOVEMENT, DETAINEE
WILL GET AN ENEMA."

“20:20: DETAINEE REFUSED
i FOOD AND WATER."

"“20:45: DETAINEE
RECEIVED AN ENEMA."

2 DETAINEE
REFUSED WATER."

V“20:40: MEDICAL
EVALUATION
DETERMINED AN
ENEMA WAS
NECESSARY."







THEY'RE
GOING TO
KILL HIM.

UNKNOWN TO MARK—AND
THE REST OF AMERICA—
A WEEK AFTER 9/11,
PRESIDENT BUSH SIGNED A
SECRET ORDER GRANTING
THE ClA UNPRECEDENTED
POWERS TO IMPRISON AND
INTERROGATE PEOPLE.

THE CIA AND U.5, ALLIES WERE COVERTLY ARRESTING AND
INTERROGATING PEOPLE AT "BLACK SITES"—CLANDESTINE
PRISONS HIDDEN AROUND THE WORLD.

l/

THE U.S. HELD PEOPLE ON OTHER
COUNTRIES' SOIL PARTLY TO
AVOID HAVING TO DECLARE THE
PRISONERS' EXISTENCE TO THE
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS,
WHICH INSISTS ON BASIC RIGHTS
FOR PRISONERS,




THE EXECUTIVE

BRANCH CALLED

THE PRISONERS
"GHOST DETAINEES."

qualify as prison,

= ers

Article 4 of Gl of war under
Bl e L

ABU ZUBAYDAH

TO THE OUTSIDE
WORLD, THEY'D
JUST DISAPPEARED.

RIGHT BEFORE CAMP X-RAY OPENED IN
FEBRUARY 2002, LAWYERS WITHIN THE BUSH
ADMINISTRATION WROTE UP ANOTHER SECRET
ORDER. IT SAID THAT INTERNATIONAL LAWS
ABOUT HOW TO TREAT PRISONERS OF WAR,
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS, DIDN'T APPLY TO
SUSPECTED AL-QAEDA AND TALIBAN MEMBERS.

JOHN YOO, DEPUTY ALBERTO
ASSISTANT U.S. GONZALES, U.S.
ATTORNEY GENERAL ATTORNEY GENERAL

OUR NATION
RECOGNIZES THAT THIS NEW
PARADIGM—USHERED IN NOT

BY US, BUT BY TERRORISTS—
REQUIRES NEW THINKING IN
THE LAW OF WAR,

THE LAWYERS MADE UP
A NEW CATEGORY OF
PRISONER, WHO COULD
BE TREATED IN A NEW
WAY. NOT A PRISONER
o OF WAR BUT AN
Y"ENEMY COMBATANT."”







BEHIND THE SCENES, THE CIA WAS ACTING ON THE
NEW ORDERS THAT OPENED THE DOOR TO TORTURE
PRISONERS. THE AGENCY SECRETLY PAID TWO

w PSYCHOLOGISTS MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO
W oyt W S DEVELOP WHAT THEY CALLED "ENHANCED
CRIMES ACT NOR THE INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES."

GENEVA CONVENTIONS
WOQULD APPLY TO THE
DETENTION CONDITIONS IN
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA."

o 7
YOO

2014 SENATE
TORTURE
REPORT

leither psychologist had experience as an interrogator, nor

did either have specialized knowledge of al-Qa’ida, a

background in terrorism, or any relevant regional, cultural, or

linguistic expertise.”

THE PSYCHOLOGISTS RESEARCHED INTERROGATION
TECHNIQUES COUNTRIES LIKE NORTH KOREA HAD

USED AGAINST AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR IN THE

PAST. THEY USED THAT BACKGROUND TO WRITE UP
THE NEW ENHANCED INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES.




AT A BLACK SITE IN POLAND, THE CIA IMMEDIATELY STARTED USING THE ENHANCED
INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES WITH A PRISONER NAMED
ABU ZUBAYDAH. THEY KEPT HIM NAKED, IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, 24 HOURS A DAY.

DURING INTERROGATIONS,
OFFICERS WOULD SLAM HIM
AGAINST THE WALL.,

ON 83 OCCASIONS, THEY
SUBJECTED HIM TO
WATERBOARDING, A FORM OF
CONTROLLED DROWNING.

HE BECAME COMPLETELY
UNRESPONSIVE, WITH
BUBBLES RISING THROUGH
HIS OPEN MOUTH.
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"I BEGAN EMAILING KEY DOCUMENTS TO
TRUSTED FRIENDS AND TOLD THEM TO SAVE
THEM. I FELT LIKE I WAS UNDERCOVER AGAIN,
WORKING WITHIN A CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE
PLANNING A HEIST."

"WE WERE TRYING TO
SAVE THE EVIDENCE
BECAUSE WE
THOUGHT SOMEDAY
THERE'S GOING TO BE
A CONGRESSIONAL
HEARING."

"I MEAN, THIS ISN'T GOING
TO BE KEPT SECRET FOREVER.
WE'RE KILLING PEOPLE."

#
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THE CIA DID DESTROY EVIDENCE, AS MARK
FEARED. IN 2005, AGENTS DESTROYED
VIDEOTAPES OF INTERROGATIONS CF

ZUBAYDAH AND ANOTHER MAN.

. .. BECAUSE, CIA OFFICIALS
SAID, THE MEN WOULD BE
THERE FOREVER.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE CIA HAD BUILT A
SECRET COMPOUND AT GUANTANAMO AND
TRANSFERRED “"HIGH-VALUE" DETAINEES LIKE
ZUBAYDAH THERE FROM THE OTHER BLACK
SITES AROUND THE WORLD. THE SITE'S CODE
NAME WAS STRAWBERRY FIELDS . ..

FOR YEARS, PRESIDENT
BUSH DEFENDED TORTURE
AS NECESSARY TO SAVE
AMERICAN LIVES,

WE KNEW THAT
ZUBAYDAH HAD MORE
INFORMATION THAT
COULD SAVE INNOCENT
LIVES, BUT HE STOPPED
TALKING ... AND SO
THE CIA USED AN
ALTERNATIVE SET OF
PROCEDURES.

THE PROCEDURES WERE
TOUGH, AND THEY WERE
SAFE, AND LAWFUL,
AND NECESSARY,

ABU ZUBAYDAH
IS STILL IN
GUANTANAMO,

HE’S NEVER BEEN

THE CIA'S CLAIMS THAT
TORTURING PRISONERS
RESULTED IN "OTHERWISE
UNAVAILABLE" INTELLIGENCE
THAT “"SAVED LIVES" WAS
INACCURATE IN EVERY
SINGLE CASE, THE
INVESTIGATION ALSO NOTED
THAT THE CIA EVENTUALLY
CONCLUDED THAT ABU
ZUBAYDAH WAS NOT
ACTUALLY A MEMBER OF
AL-QAEDA,

BUT A MASSIVE,
©,700-PAGE SENATE
INVESTIGATION FINISHED IN
2012 FOUND THE

OPPOSITE.

CHARGED WITH
A CRIME.










JANUARY 2005, GUANTANAMO BAY |8

"NOTHING 1 CAN DO NOW.
. CANTGETITBACK" e







1980, GARY, INDIANA “MY PARENTS HAD SPLIT UP. I LIVED WITH MY

SISTER PRIMARILY, AND HER BOYFRIEND. SHE WAS _|
“"WHEN I WAS A TEENAGER, T GUESS 1 JUST FOUR YEARS OLDER THAN ME, SO NOT REALLY

COULD SAY I WAS A PUNK. I JUST GREW A LOT OF ADULT GUIDANCE OR SUPERVISION.”
UP A LITTLE QUICKER THAN NORMAL.”

B e bt

e

"1 GUESS I'VE ALWAYS HAD THIS MENTALITY "GARY WAS ROUGH, AN INNER CITY.
OF BEING THE UNDERDOG. ME AND MY BROTHERS, THERE USED TO BE STEEL MILLS, INDUSTRIALIZED,
WE'RE NOT REALLY THAT DARK-COMPLEXIONED, BUT EVERYTHING WENT AWAY.”
BUT WE'RE NOT WHITE, AND WE GREW UP IN
WHITE SCHOOLS. SO WE WERE ISOLATED.”

“WE DID A LOT OF CRUISING AND
"A LOT OF CRIME, A LOT OF POVERTY, DRINKING. GETTING HIGH. ALMOST

B ALOT OF ABANDONED BUILDINGS." GETTING CAUGHT, BUT NOT GETTING
' CAUGHT. DODGED THE COPS. NOT A

G0OD PATH, THAT'S FOR SURE.”
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“I ENDED UP RUNNING AWAY
AND LIVING WITH MY DAD OUT
IN CALIFORNIA.”

MATT'S DAD, ROBERT DIAZ, WAS WORKING AS A

NURSE IN TWO HOSPITALS WHERE SEVERAL ELDERLY
PATIENTS DIED UNEXPECTEDLY. PROSECUTORS
THEORIZED THAT SOMEONE HAD MURDERED THE

PATIENTS BY INJECTING THEM WITH LIDOCAINE.

R L I ——
TWO VIALS OF LIDOCAINE IN HIS HOME—ROBERT SAID HE'D | NO PARENTAL FIGURE IN MY LIFE. NO PARENT.

JUST FORGOTTEN TO EMPTY HIS POCKETS AFTER WORK.

THE FAMILY DIDN'T HAVE MUCH MONEY, SO THE MASSIVE
MURDER CASE WAS ASSIGNED TO A PUBLIC DEFENDER.







1
MATT DROPPED OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL AND GOT A JOB AS A

YJOU SHOULD DO SOMETHING
WITH YOUR LIFE. YOU'RE NOT
GOING TO SURVIVE OUT HERE. } ¢

HIS DAD HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF MURDER.
HE WAS SENTENCED TO DEATH.







"IT WAS JUST A HORRIBLE SITUATION.

"THAT KINDA HELPED SPUR MY INTEREST
IT WAS IN TOTAL DISARRAY. HE KEPT GOING LA i

MY DAD HAD PUBLIC DEFENDERS, AND OFTEN
THROUGH DIFFERENT LAWYERS."

ROBERT’S EXECUTION WAS STAYED, AS HIS
LAWYER FILED A HABEAS CORPUS PETITION THAT
TOOK YEARS TO WORK ITS WAY THROUGH THE
COURTS. MATT HAULED HIS DAD'S CASE FILES
FROM BASE TO BASE.

"] WAS ACTUALLY IN CLASS ON 9/1, “THAT COURSE HAD ALL SORTS OF DISCUSSIONS ON MILITARY LAW.
PROBABLY LEARNING ABOUT INTERNATIONAL THE CORE OF WHO I AM IS A DEFENSE ATTORNEY. I WAS LOOKING AT
LAW AND THE GENEVA CONVENTION.” IT FROM A DEFENSE PERSPECTIVE AND SEEEING HOW THEY INTENDED
THIS TO PLAY OUT WITH THE PRISONERS THEY WERE HOLDING.”
VENTION ; MILITARY
‘“,E,‘{,“_Ff;fé;, ’ JBLELTD § COMMISSIONS!
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WHEN HE GRADUATED, MATT TOOK ‘ IN SPRING 2004, MATT GOT

WHO WERE STANDING TRIAL IN BE DEPLOYED FOR A NEW JOB

MILITARY COURT. THEIR CRIMES
RANGED FROM MARIJUANA USE TO IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN,
OR GUANTANAMO?

A JOB DEFENDING SERVICE MEMBERS THREE CHOICES FOR WHERE TO

HE CHOSE GUANTANAMO.

"I HAD BEEN THERE BACK IN 1998
AND WAS VERY FAMILIAR WITH
THE BASE. BUT 1 DIDN'T KNOW

THE DETAILS OF JTF (JOINT

TASK FORCE) OPERATION. 1 WAS

LOOSELY FOLLOWING THE NEWS."”

THEN THE ABU GHRAIB
SCANDAL CAME TO LIGHT.

ABU GHRAIB WAS ONE OF IRAQI DICTATOR SADDAM AFTER HIS TOUR IN GUANTANAMO, WHERE HE PUSHED
HUSSEIN'S MOST INFAMOUS PRISONS. UNDER HUSSEIN'S RULE, T0 TORTURE MOHAMMED AL-QAHTANI, GENERAL MILLER
PRISONERS WERE OF TEN TORTURED AND KILLED IN WAS ASSIGNED TO VISIT ABU GHRAIB AND ADVISE ON
ABU GHRAIB. WHEN THE U.S. INVADED IRAQ AND OVERTHREW HOW TO INTERROGATE DETAINEES.

HUSSEIN IN 2003, THE U.S. MILITARY TOOK OVER THE PRISON.







HIS ADVICE WAS TO USE INSTEAD OF COMING TO GIVE US SUPPORT,
THE TORTURE TACTICS THAT HE'D HE WAS SENT SPECIFICALLY TO WORK WITH THE
PUSHED FOR AT GUANTANAMO. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE INTERROGATORS TO
TEACH THEM THE HARSHER TECHNIQUES THAT
WERE BEING USED DOWN IN GUANTANAMO.

FORMER ARMY COLONEL
JANIS KARPINSKI

I WAS DEFINITELY DISGUSTED.
HOW WOULD WE WANT OUR
FOLKS TO BE TREATED AS POWSs,
Y0U KNOW? WE WOULDN'T
WANT THEM MISTREATED.

IT WASN'T JUST ON THE ACTUAL PEOPLE
THAT WERE IN THOSE PICTURES. THE
LEADERSHIP AND DIRECTION THEY WERE
GIVEN OBVIOUSLY CONTRIBUTED TO A
LOT OF THEIR WRONGDOING.

THE MENTALITY AND DIRECTION
COMING FROM THE TOP WAS BASICALLY
/| TOTRYTO GET ANY INFORMATION ANY
' WAY THEY CAN. I THINK A LOT WAS
DRIVEN BY MILLER.







a0
INDEFINITE DETENTION 1Y ' E}\
FOR THE PURPOSE OF [/l
INTERROGATION IS (hgeS
NOT AUTHORIZED. '
AN
4
JUSTICE SANDRA 72\
DAY 0'CONNOR AN

BUT THERE WAS A HITCH. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION

REFUSED TO REVEAL WHO WAS TMPRISONED IN
GUANTANAMO. LAWYERS COULDN'T FILE SUIT ON
BEHALF OF A PRISONER WITHOUT KNOWING HIS NAME.

'

v@.

Y.

B
G-
o

“'"THERE WERE 10 OF US IN THE LEGAL OFFICE.
GENERALLY WE'D WORK FIVE AND A HALF TO
SIX DAYS A WEEK, 12 HOURS A DAY."

A R
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HISTORY AND COMMON SENSE
TEACH US THAT AN UNCHECKED
SYSTEM OF DETENTION CARRIES THE
POTENTIAL TO BECOME A MEANS FOR
OPPRESSION AND ABUSE OF OTHERS.

"THAT’S GOOD, BECAUSE THERE
WASN'T REALLY MUCHTO DO _|
WITH YOUR FREE TIME" 7







“'"THERE WERE A LOT OF PRESS INQUIRIES ABOUT THE
TREATMENT OF DETAINEES, 1 WAS TASKED WITH
INVESTIGATING ALL OF THE ALLEGATIONS OF
MISTREATMENT AND COMPILING THEM."”

I

“'T WAS REPORTING IT UP THE CHAIN [OF
COMMAND]. OBVIOUSLY THE VAST MAJORITY

NEVER MADE IT OUT TO THE PUBLIC.”

“IT DEFINITELY WEIGHED ON ME."

“YOU'D GET STATEMENTS FROM THE GUARDS

IN QUESTION [ABOUT] BEING SPIT ON OR
HAVING SOMETHING THROWN AT THEM.”

*'] MEAN, HOW WOULD I RESPOND IF
THAT HAPPENED TO ME? BUT IN THE END
IT DIDN'T JUSTIFY GOING THAT FAR."







“'THE WORST ONE THAT REALLY STUCK OUT WAS THIS ONE
DETAINEE, THE GUARD SLAPPED HIM IN THE FACE AND GAVE
HIM A BIG LIP. THEY TOOK A PHOTO OF HIM."”

“'I'VE SEEN THAT LOOK ON HIS FACE IN THE PAST IF HE WAS
FIGHTING WITH ME OR MY OLDER BROTHER AND WE HURT HIM
OR WHATEVER. IT'S THAT FACE, I'VE SEEN IT BEFORE."”

“IT REALLY HIT CLOSE TO
HOME. 1 MEAN, WHAT ARE
WE DOING HERE?”

e Sl |

“BUT I STILL TOWED THE LINE.
IT AFFECTED ME, BUT I STILL WENT
AHEAD AND JUST, YOU KNOW, COMPILED

WHAT I NEEDED TO COMPILE."”







“'PEOPLE THAT DID MAKE THOSE WAVES
OR DID PUSH BACK, THEY DIDN'T STAY THERE
LONG. THEY'D BE SENT BACK TO THE STATES,

THEY WOULDN'T RISE IN THE RANKS.”

"'1 GUESS PEOPLE DON'T WANT T0 =
MAKE WAVES. THEY JUST WANT TO
DO THEIR TIME, GET THEIR TOUR
OF DUTY OVER, AND GO HOME."”

MONTHS AFTER THE SUPREME COURT RULED
THAT GUANTANAMO DETAINEES HAD A RIGHT
TO HABEAS CORPUS, MOST OF THE PRISONERS
HAD NO ACCESS TO A LAWYER. LAWYERS WERE

STILL UNABLE TO GET THEIR NAMES.

mtmm

CR demands names:
How 4p respond7
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IN DECEMBER 2004, MATT WAS COPIED ON AN EMAIL FROM
PENTAGON OFFICIALS. IT WAS A LETTER FROM A LAWYER AT
THE CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS NAMED BARBARA

OLSHANSKY, ASKING ONCE AGAIN FOR THE RELEASE OF THE
NAMES OF EVERYONE IN GUANTANAMO.

Z “'SHE’S RIGHT, WE'RE
ON THE WRONG SIDE
: OF THINGS."
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I MEAN, T KNEW THAT HABEAS | | “17's AN IMPORTANT AVENUE OF RELIEF !
~ WASTHE ONLY THING KEEPING MY DAD | | ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION” -
FROM GOING TO THE GAS CHAMBER.” - hess T

“IT'S LIKE, HOW ARE WE, THIS GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS PO p—————
< . | "WHY NOT JUST LET THEM
DOWN HERE, THIS SMALL POCKET OF PEOPLE, HOW ARE | HAVE THEIR DAY IN COURT?""

WE CHANGING ALL OF THIS HISTORY?"

WHE « !

“'WE DON'T WANT TO ADMIT WE WERE WRONG, AND
WE HAVE PEOPLE THAT SHOULDN'T BE HERE, AND IT
MAY COME OUT THAT WE'RE TORTURING THEM.”







“THAD A SEARCHABLE
DATABASE."”

"IN THE EVENT THAT YOU'RE
LEAVING THE ISLAND, THEY DO
SEARCH Y0U. SO 1 COULDN'T
JUST CARRY IT OFF WITH ME.

"'IT HAD THEIR NAMES, COUNTRY
OF ORIGIN, AND INFORMATION
THAT 1 COULDN'T MAKE SENSE OF
AT THE TIME BUT THAT I LATER
LEARNED WAS THEIR 1D CODES."

[5]

DETAINEES

o0
NAMES D NUMBER
Wi g | 024155900
Wm0 | 00035960/
M-l 01400320)
M wi-lairino | 030591 20)
Glivr-pmanc | 00230544
W dun | 0340554

“'SHOULD 1 DO IT7?
HOW WOULD 1 DO IT?"

“AND T DIDN'T TRUST
EMAILING IT, BECAUSE THAT
WAS ALL MONITORED.”

REMEMBER







"' HAD DECIDED T WAS GONNA PUT IT IN A GREETING CARD.
THE NEXT HOLIDAY COMING UP WAS VALENTINE'S DAY, S0
WE HAD ALL THESE MUSHY VALENTINE'S DAY CARDS.”

“T WASN'T SURE I WAS GONNA
DO IT. BUT IN CASE I DID DO
IT, I'D HAVE THE CARD."”
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"'ON MY LAST DAY THERE, RIGHT
BEFORE OUR VERY LAST ROUND
OF DRINKS, I WENT BACK T0
THE OFFICE TO GRAB IT.”

I PAUSED FOR A LITTLE BIT

AS T WAS HOLDING IT THERE
AT THE MAILBOX. I WASN'T
SURE I WAS GONNA LET GO
AND LET IT SLIDE DOWN.”






e :

"0CCASIONALLY | WOULD SEARCH
~ THROUGH THE NEWS. ANYTIME ANY
| LEAKS HAPPEN, WE'D HEAR ABOUT IT.”

. i IT ————————————————
BUT NOTHING CAME UP. 1 1 | "“EVENTUALLY THE CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
NOTHING EVER DID. ' ) RIGHTS HAD TO FILE A HABEAS PETITION FOR

ETAINEES ONE THROUGH 570. THEY DIDN'T KNOW
THE NAMES, SO THEY JUST NUMBERED THEM.”

IN 2006, FOUR YEARS AFTER THE U.S. STARTED CAMP
X-RAY, A LAWSUIT FORCED THE GOVERNMENT TO FINALLY
RELEASE THE NAMES OF EVERYONE HELD IN THE PRISON.

3 | | VOLUNTARILY RELEASED BY THE
| “THIS CURRENT LIST cAME || PENTAGON; IT WAS ORDERED
| AS ARESULT OF A FREEDOM BY A FEDERAL COURT JUDGE
THAT WAS BROUGHT BY THE || '
ASSOCIATED PRESS”







MARCH 2006

CAN YOU COMEBY TO |
| REVIEW SOME EVIDENCE? §

T, ke |

WE NEED TO
NOTIFY Y0U OF YOUR
MIRANDA RIGHTS.

\——

_‘--_.‘—5(/.\:/

"'T WAS THINKING ABOUT MY DAUGHTER,
YOU'RE SUSPECTED OF WHO WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL, AND MY WIFE.
MISHANDLING CLASSIFIED 1 WAS THE PRIMARY BREADWINNER."
INFORMATION.

“HOW AM T GONNA

EXPLAIN THIS TO

THEM? WHAT ARE
WE GOING TO







WHEN BARBARA OLSHANSKY, THE CENTER FOR
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS ATTORNEY, HAD RECEIVED 5
THE LIST IN THE STRANGE CARD WITH NO NOTE OR R WORSE,
EXPLANATION, SHE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE A JOKE. A TRAP.

SOME CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AFTER AGONIZING OVER WHAT TO DO, OLSHANSKY TOLD
COLLEAGUES TOOK TO WRITING NOTES TO EACH THE JUDGE OVERSEEING GUANTANAMO CASES THAT SHE'D
OTHER ABOUT THE MYSTERIOUS CARD, WORRIED RECEIVED SOME INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE CASE.

THAT THEIR OFFICE HAD BEEN BUGGED. THE JUDGE THEN ORDERED HER TO TURN THE LIST OVER

TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.

THE INVESTIGATION TOOK A YEAR,
BUT MATT HADN'T COVERED HIS
TRACKS VERY WELL.






THEN BE DISH

A JURY OF SEVEN NAVAL OFFICERS SENTENCED
HIM TO SPEND SIX MONTHS IN THE BRIG,
ONORABLY DISCHARGED.

A\
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KAXX XS\
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MATT GOT HAIRCUTS FROM A FELLOW CONVICT HE'D
REPRESENTED IN COURT ONLY A FEW YEARS BEFORE.

AFTER 20 YEARS IN THE SERVICE,
MATT WOULD LEAVE WITH NO BENEFITS.
HE WAS ALSO LATER DISBARRED.

WITH A CRIMINAL RECORD AND A DISHONORABLE
DISCHARGE, HE HAD A HARD TIME FINDING A JOB.

DURING THIS SAME TIME, GENERAL GEOFFREY MILLER
RETIRED. HE RECEIVED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
MEDAL, WHICH 1S AWARDED FOR “EXCEPTIONALLY
COMMENDABLE SERVICE IN A POSITION OF GREAT
RESPONSIBILITY.”







BEING OUT OF WORK
DECIMATED THE COLLEGE
FUND MATT HAD STARTED
FOR HIS DAUGHTER.

"'ONCE THE PAYCHECK WENT AWAY,
THOSE PAYMENTS WENT AWAY . ..
SO SHE STILL DOESN'T HAVE A
COLLEGE EDUCATION. IT HAD A

MAJOR IMPACT ON HER.”

“BUT, I MEAN, SHE'S NOT
BITTER, SHE'S PROUD.”

— o 4 o

INALLY, A PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE IN THE
BRONX HIRED MATT TO DO CLIENT INTAKE.

] bEOUE







"IT’S REAL WHAT HAS HAPPENED THERE.

I MEAN, IT HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED,

BUT THERE'S BEEN NO ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR IT.”

"'T JUST WISH WE WOULD
LEARN FROM OUR HISTORY
INSTEAD OF REPEATING IT."”
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1SLAMABAD,
PAKISTAN,
JANUARY 2002

AT THIS HOUR, MUST

BE THE NEIGHBORS ... J
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GO IN THERE)

THATS MY FAMILY
IN THERE, DON'T







... 1 GOT THESE
HANDCUFFS FROM?

1 WAS GIVEN THESE
BY THE WIFE OF A VICTIM
OF THE SEPTEMBER 11
ATTACKS.

LOOK, 1F I'VE DONE SOMETHING

WRONG, GET ME ACCESS TO THE

BRITLISH CONSUL) OR GET ME A
LAWYER)

1 THINK YOU
HAVE THE WRONG
PERSON.

il N AN
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DAD) I'M S0
GLAD YOU
PLCKED UP 1VE
BEEN TAKEN. BY
- AMERLCANS. 1
DON'T KNOW
WHY, PLE‘*SL)
MAKE SURE
ZAYNAB AND
THE KIDS ARE

MOAZZAM BEGG WOULDN'T
SEE WIS FAMILY AGAIN FOR
THREE YEARS.









. BE PATLENT, WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU SAW
i?;’g})"; L | Y sROTHERS. | OSAMA BIN LADEN OR MULLAH OMARY)

PATLENT.

ENGLAND.
BIRMINGHAM,

OH, WOW, 1'VE
VISLITED
STRATFORD-
UPON-AVON,
THATS NEAR
THERE, RIGHT?
BEAUTLFUL







ENGL1SH, 558! ANY FALLURE TO OBEY
WILL RESULT IN PUNLSHMENT.

WHAT 1L DONT
UNDERSTAND
ABOUT Y0U,
MOAZZAM . ..

.. 1S WHY YOU EVER LEFT THE
UK AND CAME TO AFGHANLISTAN—
OF ALL PLACES. 1F YOURE NOT
PART OF AL-QAEDA
OR THE TALIBAN,
WHAT DID YOU
LEAVE BRITAIN
TOR, WITH YOUR
WIFE AND KIDS?

1 WAS BORN AND BROUGHT UP
IN ENGLAND, BUT 1 NEVER
SAW MYSELF AS ENGLISH.

I'D LIKE TO GO TO AN ENGLISH
COUNTRY VILLAGE, WITH MY
DARK SKIN, MY BEARD, AND MY

WIFE IN HER HIJAB AND NOT BE
STARED AT OR SINGLED OUT.

1 DRESSED LIKE THE AFGHANS, 1 PRAYED
IN THEIR MOSQUES, 1 SPEAK A LANGUAGE
MOST OF THEM UNDERSTAND, AND 1 HAVE
A SYMPATHY FOR THEM THAT WENT
BEYOND A SIMPLE HUMANITARIAN ONE.







AS A K1D, MOAZZAM ATTENDED
A JEWISH PUBLIC SCHOOL ...

UNLITED KINGDOM —
LONDON. UNITED
STATES -
WASHINGTON, D.C.
USSR — MOSCOW.
URUGUAY -
MONTEVIDEQ.
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OH, YOU WHO
BELLEVE, UM . ..
SEEK HELP
THROUGH, UM,
PATLENCE AND
PRAYER. ALLAH 15
WITH THOSE WHO
ARE PATLENT.

<+« AND AFTER SCHOOL, HE AT TENDED
LESSONS ON THE QURAN.
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“MOSTLY, 1 REMEMBER HEARING THE SOUNDS OF
PF.ISONERS SCREAMING IN INTERROGATION
ROOMS. DEATH METAL MUSLIC BEING PLAYED TO

TRY 7O BREAK THEM™

SO, |

N4

o alty

"’Eﬂi;"ﬂl‘!

E"‘.I—ﬂ'ﬂ'!

——— =

\\ A S Smtemo WS, S

it~y .nulllll" "llllllll"J'l “ B

N X w'

“"OTHER THAN THAT, 1T WAS PRETTY QUIET."
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COME GET YOUR
QURANS.

COME AND GET YOUR
QUBRANS, COME AND
LEARN HOW TO KILL
AMERLCANS.
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HE AND SOME YOUNG PAKISTANIS VISITED A

' TRAINING CAMP RUN BY MEN WHO FOUGHT
DURING THE 305, MOAZ ZAM AGAINST THE SOVIET OCCUPATION OF ATGHANI-
mfvu_m muﬁ;\?ﬁn WE COULD. STAN IN THE 19805. HE MET WITH KASHMIRLS

IN 1998, HE AND A FORMER STOCKBROKER
HE DONATED MONEY TO MUSLIM CAUSES AND FRIEND OPENED UP AN 1SLAMIC BOOKSTORE
PID CHARLTY WORK WITH MUSLIM GROUPS. IN THE BIRMINGHAM SUBURE OF SPARKHILL.
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A YEAR LATER, POLICE AND M15 AGENTS

INVESTIGATING ISLAMIC TERRORLISM
RALDED THE BOOKSHOP,

MOAZZAM WAS ARRESTED, THEN RELEASED.
HE WAS NEVER CHARGED.







IN 2001, MOAZZAM AND KIS WITE ZAYNAB
DECIDED TO TRAVEL AGAIN . ..

«+ . TO KABUL, AFGHANISTAN. THEY
WANTED TO START A SCHOOL

;;'
H
I
73

WHEN MOAZZAM WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY,
ZAYNAB WAS THREE MONTHS PREGNANT.

ENGLISH 558) YOU

HAVE A MESSAGE) BABY

MALE CHILD BORN ON
JUNE 28. MOTHER AND

WELL.
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I'M NOT A FAMILY MEMBER."
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... THAT YOU
CAN GET OUT







YOU'RE NEVER GOING
TO SEE YOUR FAMILY
AGAIN. YOU COULD BE
FACING EXECUTION BY
FIRING SQUAD,
LETHAL INJECTION,
OR GAS CHAMBER.
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“ P 'ﬂ” ‘/ ‘I'Hf.lj‘%}nﬂ'l;'l'ASK
: CE SALD

HE WAS AN
INSTRUCTOR
AT AN AL-QAEDA
TRAINING CAMP,
WAS READY ‘I"O
TIGHT
AMERICANS 1IN

FEBRUARY 2003

MOAZZAM WAS
TRANSFERRED T
GUANTANAMO.

ASS0
WITH A SENIOR
AL-QAEDA
FINANCIER."

2 "THAT REALLY WAS THE FIRST TIME
THREE TIMES A WEEK, HE WAS 1I'D SEEN ANYTHING OF THE OUTSIDE
TAKEN QUTSIDE FOR 15 MINUTES. WORLD FOR ALL OF THESE YEARS."

N S

“"CATCHING A GLIMPSE OF
SOMETHING LIKE THAT,
EVEN FOR TWO SECONDS,

“I'T LEFT AN IMAGE IN MY
HEAD THAT 1 STILL HAVE"

IT LEFT A MARK."




‘ THANK YOU.

ARE THE
NEWEST
LETTERS
TROM
YOUR
TAMILY,
MOAZZ AM.

BECAUSE MOAZZAM 15 BRITILISH, THE BRITISH FOREIGN
OFFLCE REGULARLY SENT AN OFFLCER TO TALK TO #HIM.

WHY 15 THIS CENSORED?

THE DETERMINATION OF
AT ONE OF THESE MEETINGS, IN JUNE CIVILIAN, ENEMY COMBATANT,
2004, SOMETHING DIFFERENT HAPPENED. NONCOMBATANT, OR POW 1S MADE
ON THE BATTLEFLELD WITHIN
WEEKS OF CAPTURE. IF YOU HAVE
ANY QUESTLIONS ABOUT THE

COMBATANT STATUS REVIEW
TRIBUNALS—







1 DONT SEE ANY BAT TLE-
FLELDS AROCUND HERE,
AND 1 WASNT PLCKED

UP ON ONE)

WELL, HOW CAN 1 GET
LEGAL REPRESENTATION?
OR EVEN APPLY
FOR 1T

CAN YOU, AS THE BRITLSH
CONSULAR REPRESENTATIVE,
INSTRUCT MY FAMLILY TO
BEGIN PROCEEDINGS IN U.S.
COURTSY?

I'M SURE 1
CAN CONVEY
YOUR WISHES.

N
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“L BARELY SLEPT WITH EXCITEMENT
1l FOR THE NEXT FOUR DAYS."

TR

YOU KNOW
THIS 15 A
. ; | i HISTORIC
|2 =7 Nov > i\ ; MOMENT.
2N ' '
THE LETTER SALID THAT A GROUP OF
AT TORNEYS HAD FILED A HABEAS CORPUS
LAWSULT ON HIS BEMALF IN WASHINGTON,
D.C. TWO LAWYERS WOULD SOON BE COMING
TO MEET HIM.

T'M THE FIRST CIVILIAN
LAWYER THATS BEEN GIVEN
ACCESS TO A DETAINEE.
AND, 0BVIQUSLY, YOU'RE
THE DETAINEE.

NOW, WEVE FILED THE HABEAS
CORPUS CASE FOR YOU, AND 1T
1S PROCEEDING AS QULICKLY AS
POSSIBLE.

THAT 1S A
VERY REAL
POSSIBILLITY.

BUT COULD I STILL BE
SITTING HERE THLIS TIME
NEXT YEAR? NEXT TWO?
OR THREE, WITHOUT
EVER—




LET ME SHOW YOU AN
EQUATION HERE. DO
YOU UNDERSTAND
ALGEBRA? . ,‘

ALGEBRA COMES FROM THE
WORD “"AL-JABRA," TO REPALR
OR FIX. IN MATHEMATICS—

I'M CRAP AT MATH. BUT L CAN
TELL YOU "“JLIHAD" ISN'T THE
ONLY ARABLC WORD TO STRIKE
TERROR INTO THE HEARTS OF
THE WEST—

) THIS 15 WHAT

NOW LISTEN. X PLUS ¥ EQUALS Z. X YOU ARE.

15 THE KNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE ON
YOU. ¥ 15 THE INFORMATION THAT
YOU MAY OR MAY NOT GIVE US. AND Z
EQUALS "TERRORILIST.™

_— %
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;E.ACE BE UPON GOO0D TO SEE
0U, MOAZZAM.
# YOU, MOAZ Z AM.

. . i\ G | %, g
LAWYER CLIVE STAFFORD SMITH ASKED MOAZZAM

WHO WANTED LEGAL REPRESENTATION. THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT WAS REFUSING TO RELEASE THELIR
NAMES, AND LAWYERS COULDNT REPRESENT
UNKNOWN PRISONERS.

BROTHERS! 1F YOU WOULD LIKE
LEGAL REPRESENTATILON,
PLEASE TELL ME YOUR NAME,
WHERE YOU ARE FROM, AND
YOUR NUMBER)

1 WiLL BRING
YOUR NAMES To 1Y
ATTORNEN
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ME) SAEED) 1 AM
THE RUSSLAN) 1
AM 702

MOAZZAM WAS
RELEASED TO ENGLAND
IN JANUARY 2005.

JE SUIS UN
ALGERIEN)

HE WAS NEVER
CHARGED WITH A
CRIME.










*I FIRST BECAME
AWARE OF GUANTANAMO
SHORTLY AFTER IT OPENED
IN JANUARY 2002."

THANK GOD WE
GOT THOSE GUYS.







MARCH 2002 | THIS 1S
TOM WILNER,

THREE MONTHS LATER, THOMAS WILNER
GOT AN UNUSUAL PHONE CALL.

[

h » ! L
IT WAS A WOMAN CALLING ON BEHALF
OF A GROUP OF FAMILIES IN KUWAIT.

. 1\ =i
a‘a.ﬁ [ —— ‘;/f“*w\ :
TWELVE KUWAITI MEN HAD BEEN MISSING FOR / 4
SEVERAL MONTHS. THEY HAD ALL BEEN TRAVELING % -« - THEN MYSTERIOUSLY

IN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN IN FALL 2001 . . . wu M DISAPPEARED
somam—— Y e ) o8 — E A —

THE KUWAITIS WERE SEARCHING FOR THEIR
RELATIVES ALL OVER THE WORLD BUT DIDN'T
KNOW IF THE MISSING MEN WERE ARRESTED,
TAKEN HOSTAGE, IN PRISON, OR DEAD.

SOMEONE REPORTED TO THE FAMILIES THAT THEY
B HAD SEEN ONE OF THE MEN IN A PRISON IN PAKISTAN.

/ " gt SRR NN -\-\.-“-;-.\‘
-_?_:_-;—-a._un.‘ ] [ ',
\\ THE FAMILIES THOUGHT THAT MAYBE THE MEN HAD BEEN
= SWEPT UP IN THE U.S. INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN. THEY WERE E
T ADVISED TO GET AN AMERICAN LAWYER TO INVESTIGATE. -
S ) | N | 1A 1AL

Sy ==

-,

KHALID AL ODAH, FATHER
OF FOUZI AL ODAH







WILNER WASN'T A CIVIL
RIGHTS CRUSADER.

HE WORKED IN ‘ : A
CORPORATE LAW. /T . =
! m HE DID THINGS LIKE REPRESENT THE
. o :
= ) :

ORGANIZATION OF THE PETROLEUM EXPORTING
COUNTRIES IN ANTITRUST LAWSUITS.

WILNER GREW UP IN WASHINGTON,
0.C., ATTENDING AN EXCLUSIVE
ALL-MALE PREP SCHOOL.

"I HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED DEEPLY IN THE PRINCIPLES
OF THE UNITED STATES. MY GRANDFATHER WAS A GUY
WHO LEFT VILNIUS, LITHUANIA, AS A YOUNG KID."

“THE SAYING IN MY SCHOOL AND AT HOME
WAS TO DO THE HARD RIGHT AGAINST THE
EASY WRONG. YOU FIGURE OUT WHAT'S
RIGHT AND YOU STAND FOR IT.”

\l — —

"HE USED TO READ THE GETTYSBURG
ADDRESS TO HIS KIDS."”

.. . DEDICATED TO THE
PROPOSITION THAT ALL MEN
ARE CREATED EQUAL.






"I COULDN'T IMAGINE
RUNNING AWAY FROM
SOMETHING."

"KHALID AL ODAH WAS A
LOVELY GUY. HE WAS A COLONEL
IN THE KUWAITI AIR FORCE. HE
TRAINED IN THE UNITED STATES.”

THANK YOU FOR ¥
COMING!

“WHILE T WAS IN KUWAIT, THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT TOLD THE KUWAITI GOVERNMENT
THAT EIGHT OF THE [MISSING] MEN WERE IN
GITMO. THE RED CROSS TOLD THEM THAT THE
OTHER FOUR WERE ALSO THERE.”

"DURING THE GULF WAR,
HE WAS AN UNDERGROUND
FIGHTER WITH THE UNITED

STATES AGAINST SADDAM

HUSSEIN."







"SOMEBODY HAD CALLED IN FROM PAKISTAN
AND SAID THAT THREE OR FOUR OF THESE
PEOPLE WERE SOLD FOR BOUNTIES.”

"IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I HAD
HEARD ABOUT THE BOUNTIES.”

"WE FOUND OUT THEY WERE PAYING
BETWEEN $5,000 AND $25,000
DOLLARS FOR 'ARAB TERRORISTS.”
TN —

"UNDER THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS, IF YOU PICK UP SOMEONE
DURING WARTIME AND YOU'RE NOT SURE WHO THEY ARE, YOU'RE
SUPPOSED TO GIVE THEM A HEARING RIGHT IN THE FIELD."

¥ " \\ / ———
*I DION'T REALIZE IT AT THE TIME, BUT THE BUSH
ADMINISTRATION HAD NIXED THOSE HEARINGS, SO EVERYONE
TURNED IN WAS TAKEN TO PRISON WITHOUT ANY HEARING.”

L RO o

"OFFICERS DO THE HEARING. WHAT IS THE
BASIS FOR HOLDING THIS GUY? IN THE GULF
WAR, THERE WERE THOSE HEARINGS, AND 74%

OF THE PEOPLE WERE RELEASED AFTER THE
HEARINGS.”

“AND ANY ARARB IN THE AREA WAS A VALUABLE
COMMODITY WHO COULD BE TURNED IN FOR A BOUNTY.”
e i =N "
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I THINK WE CAN APPLY DIPLOMATIC
PRESSURE AND PUBLIC PRESSURE TO
GET THESE GUYS HEARINGS.

WE'RE CAUGHT IN A

BIT OF HYSTERIA, BUT IF WE
LOOK AT THE FACTS, WE'LL
TREAT THEM FAIRLY.

YOU KNOW, TOM,
MY WHOLE LIFE T HAVE
WANTED US TO FOLLOW
THEPRINCIPLES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

~ IHADLOST Y/ N—
~ FAITH IN THE UNITED \

W

T‘!‘II?[I r;." f
b "‘I.

BUT, TOM, 5 “IT WAS SO MOVING, THIS TOUGH GUY—
YOU RESTORED e IT PUT A HUGE OBLIGATION ON ME
MY FAITH. ] TO FOLLOW THROUGH."

'Ll DO
MY BEST.







IN APRIL, WILNER AND THE CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS
FILED SUIT AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, DEMANDING THE RIGHT
OF HABEAS CORPUS FOR THE IMPRISONED KUWAITI MEN.

R LA 2
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEBIA

AL ODAH
S . "HABEAS CORPUS”
U NITED STATES . MEANS, LITERALLY,
i i "YOU SHOULD HAVE
b bl THE BODY”
(Asts Tana)
g s e g £ o L e v e
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HABEAS CORPUS WAS

DEVELOPED BY THE

COURTS TO ENFORCE
THAT.

BEFORE THERE WAS

A CONSTITUTION, THERE

WAS THE RIGHT TO A FAIR
PROCEDURE AND A

o

“WJE WERE FIGHTING FOR THIS
BASIC AMERICAN PRINCIPLE THAT "...AND THAT YOU CANNOT
RVORE HikG NicHT T el THROW SOMEBODY IN PRISON
CEEeH BiSEie * n WITHOUT GIVING THEM A
FAIR HEARING.”







“THE GOVERNMENT'S ARGUMENT WAS THAT BECAUSE THESE
WERE FOREIGN PEOPLE HELD IN AN AREA OUTSIDE THE UNITED
STATES, THEY HAD NO LEGAL RIGHTS IN OUR COURTS."

"BUT THEN THE JUDGE RULED AGAINST US.”
|

“AND I REALIZED THAT THERE WAS NO WAY
IN THAT POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT, THAT
SHE WAS GOING TO RULE AGAINST THE

GOVERNMENT."

F=el; Y
"EVERYONE WAS AFRAID. EVERYONE WANTED TO
TRUST THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE CARE OF US

IN A TIME OF THREAT. COURTS ARE INDEPENDENT
BUT IT TAKES A LOT OF COURAGE TO GO
AGAINST PUBLIC OPINION."

"I THOUGHT WE DECIMATED THE
GOVERNMENT IN THE ARGUMENT."

"I ALWAYS THOUGHT OUR BEST CHANCE
WAS BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT."







NUMEROUS GUANTANAMO PRISONERS WERE SUING FOR THE RIGHT TO HABEAS CORPUS AT THE SAME TIME.
AS THEY APPEALED TO THE SUPREME COURT, WILNER'S CASE REPRESENTING AL ODAH AND 11 OTHER
KUWAITI MEN WAS CONSOLIDATED WITH A SIMILAR GUANTANAMO LAWSUIT, RASUL V. BUSH,

THE PRISONERS’ LEGAL TEAMS GATHERED AMICUS CURIAE
("FRIEND OF THE COURT") BRIEFS FROM NOTABLE
PEOPLE SUPPORTING THEIR CASE .
N

TSI

. INCLUDING FRED KOREMATSU.

3| N
? IN 1941, AFTER THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR, ]
' THE PRESIDENT HAD ORDERED THAT THE RIGHT OF HABEAS 7
CORPUS DIDN'T APPLY TO AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT.
= 11 I

THEY WERE IMPRISONED IN
10 INTERNMENT CAMPS FOR
THE REST OF THE WAR.

THEY HAD NO HEARINGS,
NO LAWYERS, NO TRIALS.
S |rasla
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WITH THE HELP OF THE ACLY,
KOREMATSU SUED THE GOVERNMENT.

PEOPLE WERE
PLACED IN
IMPRISONMENT

3 23-YEAR-OLD FRED 2
KOREMATSU REFUSED TO GO. S

WITHOUT ANY
FAIR TRIAL.
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" THE SUPREME COURT RULED © FORTY YEARS LATER,

AGAINST HIM IN A 6-3 DECISION. : = THE U.S. GOVERNMENT
R———— FORMALLY APOLOGIZED FOR
K I
Y UNDER CONDITIONS OF ;:&:gﬁ%ﬁ:i’;;ﬂ;gm THE INTERNMENT ORDER.
MODERN WARFARE, OUR SHORES POMER. AND FALLS INTO THE
ARE THREATENED BY HOSTILE FORCES. UGLY ABYSS OF RACISMI

| THE POWER TO PROTECT MUST BE
& COMMENSURATE WITH THE
THREATENED DANGER.

_/ HUGO BLACK

IN 1998, FRED KOREMATSU WAS
AWARDED THE PRESIDENTIAL
MEDAL OF FREEDOM FOR HIS

COURAGE AND PERSISTENCE IN

OPPOSING INJUSTICE.

KOREMATSU'S AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF
IN THE GUANTANAMO CASE CARRIED
SERIOUS HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE.

WE SHOULD BE VIGILANT
TO MAKE SURE THIS WILL
NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN.







"I WOULD GO TO COCKTAIL PARTIES
AND PEOPLE WOULD SIT AROUND DRINKING
AND LAUGHING, AND I'D HAVE THE SENSE—
I KNOW THIS SEEMS CRAZY—

t “I BECAME SORT OF i
OBNOXIOUS AT THE TIME." :

L

BUT WHAT WERE PEOPLE DOING IN .
/ NAZI GERMANY, AS HITLER WAS COMING UP?" e

A A, /SRR #

"I RUINED A FEW j
"WERE THEY ALL LAUGHING COCKTAIL PARTIES.® TOM, WHAT D‘o You
AND DRINKING AS THESE THINGS z THINK OF WHAT'S GOING
WERE GOING ON?* : s ON AT ST. ALBAN'S?

IT'S HARD FOR ME TO GIVE A SHIT ———— /
ABOUT THAT WHEN WE'RE HOLDING
INNOCENT PEOPLE IN CONCENTRATION

- CAMPS AND NOBODY CARES!







Com
“MOST PEOPLE CARE MORE ABOUT THEIR "AND PEOPLE ARE AFRAID
PAYCHECK, THEIR NEXT MEAL, AND THEIR COMFORT, OF THINGS—THEY'RE AFRAID

ECONOMICALLY AND FOR THEIR
SECURITY."

X NY TIMES: SUPREME
' COURT AFFIRMS DETAINEES'
RIGHT TO USE COURTS

THE COURT RULED THAT THE GUANTANAMO PRISONERS HAD
THE RIGHT TO HABEAS CORPUS—THEY COULD CHALLENGE
THEIR IMPRISONMENT IN COURT.

A STATE OF WAR IS NOT
A BLANK CHECK FOR
THE PRESIDENT.
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"IT'S A VERY
WEIRD SITUATION TO

REPRESENT SOMEONE
YOU HAVEN'T MET."

~ “WJE MADE SOME TAPES OF THEIR
FAMILIES TO SHOW THEM, 'WE REALLY
ARE YOUR LAWYER, YOU CAN TALK
T0 US.* ONE OR TWO OF THEM SAID
THAT PEOPLE HAD COME IN BEFORE
SAYING THEY WERE LAWYERS.”

“UH ... 'M NOT ALLOWED |
TO SAY HIS NAME.

I'M HERE TO MEET WITH
PRISONER 232.

YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO
KNOW THEIR NUMBERS.

“S0 WE SHOWED THEM THE ONLY VIDEOS OF
THEIR FAMILIES THEY HAD SEEN IN TWO AND
A HALF YEARS."

"HE HAD FIRM BELIEFS IN
RIGHT AND WRONG."
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“"HE TOLD ME HE WAS SO [ - 'T 1 _' L

HAPPY WHEN HE WAS TAKEN INTO "I‘
CUSTODY BY THE AMERICANS." I

“THEY'D BEEN CAPTURED
BY THESE WARLORDS AND
THEN SOLD TO THE

AMERICANS."

"BUT THEN THEIR FIRST NIGHT IN
CUSTODY, THEY'D HAD THE SHIT BEAT OUT
OF THEM BY THE AMERICAN GUYS.”

g
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13 YEARS IN CUSTODY.

FOUZI AL ODAH WASN'T RELEASED FROM GUANTANAMO UNTIL 2014,

—_






... AND HE WASN'T RELEASED BECAUSE OF A
COURT ORDER, BUT BECAUSE OF DIPLOMATIC

NEGOTIATIONS WITH KUWAIT. MORE THAN A TOM, NOBODY IS A
DECADE AFTER HE TOOK ON THE CASE OF THE BETTER LAWYER THAN YOu,
MISSING KUWAITIS, WILNER IS STILL FIGHTING BUT I DON'T THINK THE
FOR THE RIGHT OF GUANTANAMO PRISONERS LAW MATTERS.

PERRE

TO HAVE DUE PROCESS. E

R R R R R

THE LAW WON'T BE THE WAY WE
GET OUT. WE WON'T GET OUT
UNTIL GEORGE BUSH WANTS TO
LET UsS ouT.

THE LAW IS A
JOKE.
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I need to [ = : ‘ ; No, this is

speak to
Mr. J. Edgar
Hoover.

not a joke!

During World War II, eight Nazi saboteurs were
captured in the United States after one of the
members denounced Nazism and furned the group in.

Fearing that a civilian court would be too

lenient, President Roosevelt issued an o o . -
S executive order for the men to be tried Uniike in federal court, in a commission,
| by a military commission.

the judge, jury, and lawyers would
be members of the military.

Everything happened fast. On August 8, six of the men were executed,
On July 8, 1942, the military commission The other two were sent to prison.
convened. On August 1, they handed down
guilty verdicts for all eight men.




2 o o™ : 15.,4!,“\
e e

Two months atter 9/11,
President George W. Bush
revived the military commissions.

He issued a very similar order stating that
non-Americans suspected of being part of al-Qaeda
p" would be tried in military courts, rather than in
federal courts like U.S. citizens.

Secretary of Defense Vice President
Donald Rumsfeld Dick Cheney

Four years later,
Colonel Morris Davis was
asked if he’d take on the

role of chief prosecutor of
the military commissions.

Morris Davis grew up in the small town
of Shelby, North Carolina. In college,
he worked nights as a bail bondsman.

e el He went to law school and then joined the air force in 1983, partly
A [ as a way to honor the memory of his father, a veteran.




When the Pentagon asked for people to staff the

military commissions, Colonel Davis initially volunteered
to be the chief defense counsel. [t wasn’t because he
thought the men held at Guantanamo were innocent. .,

... he volunteered for the job
out of a sense of duty.

I thought

of the worst.

The secretary of defense
had told me and the world that
these guys were all the worst

[ didn’t have any reason
to doubt that was anything
less than truthful.

it was important

for somebody to

do it, and try to
do it right.

-

"Kind of like John Adams did after

the Boston Massacre, when he defended

the British troops."”

Judgment of Death against those
soldiers would have been as foul a stain
upon this country as the executions of
the Quakers or witches, anciently.

Colonel Davis didn't get the defense counsel job. But over the next
three years, three prosecutors resigned because of concerns that the
commissions failed to respect the defendants’ due process rights,
leading to the resignation of the first chief prosecutor.

In the summer of 2005, Colonel Davis was
asked if he'd take on the prosecution role.

=




August 2005. O+fice of Jim Haunes,

the general counsel (senior lawyer) for

the Department of Defense.

1 01l

“At that point, nobody had come close to
actually being tried at GITMO. He said
the president was really anxious to get h

Thanks for making
time, Colonel.

these things moving and get them done.”

These cases will be the
Nuremberg of our times.

You know, at
Nuremberg, not everybody
was convicted. There were

a few acquittals.

We can't have
acquittals.

Acquittals?

We've been holding these
guys for years. How are we going
to explain to the world why
we've been keeping these
guys all these years
if they're acquitted?

No. We can't
have acquittals.
We've got to have
convictions.






“I think he was just totally flummoxed that it had taken
this long, and I don't think it ever occurred to him that there
could possibly be acquittals.”

When Colonel Davis arrived as chief prosecutor in September 2005, there were
498 men held at Guantanamo. Even three years after opening the prison, the government
wasn’t sure how many prisoners could actually be charged with crimes.

“It became apparent prefty
quickly that the worst-of-the-worst
narrative was false.”

“There were a total of roughly
75 that [ thought we had some
prospect of prosecuting.”
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Total number of Guantanamo prisoners, 2002-2919

e - 199

Prisoners Colonel Davis thought could possibly be prosecuted

- 35

Prisoners who have been prosecuted or have been charged by
2019 (and have not had those charges dropped)

e

As a prosecutor, a huge problem
loomed for Colonel Davis: A lot of the

material in the prisoners’ cases had

been gathered through torture.

As of 2019, the U.S. has only
charged 2 percent of Guantanamo

prisoners with a crime.
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Accusations.

Was it
this man?

Look, I'd like for us to be
able to sit on the porch with
our grandkids and be proud

of what we did,
not ashamed of it.

Confessions. Information.

/I’II ask again.

Were you involved
in the plot?

We appreciate
your cooperation
and honesty.

Yes! Please,
Just stop!

Will you let me
sleep now?

All of it unreliable
because of the brutality of
how it had been obtained.

Colonel Morris Davis's first meeting with
his prosecution team, 2005.

So we're not going to use any evidence
that was obtained by waterboarding,
or torture, or any enhanced technigues
that you feel crossed the line.

We want to win these
cases, but we don't want to push
the edge of the envelope to see how
much we can get away with.







“One of my biggest obstacles
was getting information
declassified in order to be able
to use it as evidence.”

Well, wait, if we
turn it sideways...

... it kind of looks like
the Twin Towers.

Maybe we could use it
as a visual aid.







“The undersecretary of defense
for Intelligence was a guy named Steve
Cambone, who was probably one of the
biggest jerks I'd ever met. [ remember

meeting with him trying to get

information declassified.”

Am I not entitled to detain
the prisoner for the duration
of the conflict?

S. CAMBONE

So do you really think
this conflict is gonna end
in our lifetime?

Then why in the hell do
you think I'd declassify this
information if [ can keep this
guy locked up forever?
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Suddenly, in January 2007, the higher-ups
became interested in speeding one specific
case along. Davis got a call from Jim Haynes.

I
How quickly can you
charge David Hicks?

1 T
b |
; W

Well, not
anytime soon.

“David Hicks was a knucklehead. He stood
outside the Kandahar Airport with a rifle,

guarding a broken-down tank.”

But Hicks was different than most of
the prisoners in one important way.

In a perfect world,
he would have been far down
my list of priorities.

But it was clearly a top
priority for Jim Haynes and
whoever was leaning on him
to get the Hicks case done.







There were big protests in
Australia against Hicks's imprisonment at
Guantanamo. It was a hot political issue for
the prime minister, a friend and ally of
George W. Bush, who was running for
reelection at the time.

“To lead off with David Hicks,
a guy who had never fired a shot—
it was one of those moments where
people are going to look at it and go,
What the hell is this? This is
the worst of the worst?”

p PUT THiS

CRIMINAL
OoN TRM'}.!
HANDS OFE

Hickst

But, at Haynes's request, Davis
gathered enough evidence to charge
Hicks with numerous crimes, including

conspiracy to commit acts of terrorism,
attempted murder, and aiding the enemy.

But before the
arraignment, Hicks pleaded
guilty to a single charge.







Under the plea deal, Hicks was
An American military tribunal transferred back to Australia in May 2007.
sentenced Australian David Hicks to He was released seven months later.
nine months in prison Friday after he His conviction was later overturned.
pleaded guilty to supporting l
terrorism—in the first conviction
at a U.S. war-crimes trial
since World War II.

In 2007, Colonel Davis resigned his post
in protest over the use of torture in
interrogations when he was placed in a
chain of command under Jim Haynes.

T e — “[Hicks] was one of ———

b =amsamp:MESE F the lucky ones. One of the _

t’\'\ A e Jjokes we used to make at - |

- == e e —— Guantanamo was...” meme———
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“You have to lose to win.”

“If you get charged as a war criminal, like David Hicks,
and you go to court and lose, and you get convicted and sentenced,
there's a chance you might get to go home.”

- ,.,: o = _— ..

“If you're never charged with a war crime, you may still be
sitting there ten years later with no end in sight.”







FEBRUARY 2002

YEMINI-BORN MANSOOR ADAYFI
WAS AMONG THE FIRST PRISONERS
SENT TO GUANTANAMO.

AMERICAN MILITARY
SUSPECTED HIM OF BEING
AN AL-QAEDA FIGHTER.

MANSOOR WAS IMPRISONED IN
GUANTANAMO FOR THE NEXT 14 AND
A HALF YEARS.
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Ll wHEn 1 FirsT [
1]  SAW HER...

1 couLont |8
BELIEVE My |
EYES” ¢

“WHO WAS THIS
CRAZY-BEAUTIFUL
CREATURE WITH
GOLDEN EYES?”

ORANGE AND BRUISED,
CHAINED IN CAGES?”

“SHE BROKE ALL THE RULES AND
SECURITY MEASURES. SHE WALKED
PAST THE SOLPIERS WITH THEIR
RIFLES, RIGHT UP TO MY CAGE—

I AM FROM YEMEN,
THE COUNTRY
OF LOVE,

AND IT IS OUR
CUSTOM TO BE
GENEROUS TO
OUR GUESTS.

I PON'T HAVE MUCH
TO OFFER.”




“SHE CAME TO ME EVERY DAY “SHE WAS SO ELEGANT AND BRAVE,
FOR THE THREE MONTHS THE WAY SHE HELD HER HEAD HIGH
I WAS IN CAMP X-RAY." AND WATCHED THE GUARDS.”

S -r.--'rri'w-?;! wg f

“I CALLED HER
PRINCESS.”

70 THE ISOLATION BLOCK T SPENT (RN () KOEON
1 PRICED
MONTHS WITHOUT SEEING OR ; SAPIE WINER R RICE
TALKING TO ANYONE.” Fl‘“ &~ -
el W "
“EACH WEEK,

“TO LEAVE THE CELL OFTEN
MEANT STRIP SEARCHES
AND A GENITAL SEARCH.”

“WE SPENT OUR
TIME TOGETHER
TALKING.”

“1 SH
DREAMS WITH HER
AND TOLD HER
ABOUT MY LIFE
IN YEMEN.”







“I WASN'T CRAZY."

¥
Ml "PRINCESS HELPED ME
REMEMBER WHO I WAS.”
\ o W

“SHE REMINDED ME EVERY
WEEK THAT I WAS HUMAN
AND THAT LIFE STILL
HAD BEAUTY.”







! “THEY HAD SO \
)/ MUCH PERSONALITY.” | BSGN

“THEY SEEMED
LIKE LITTLE PEOPLE.”

THEN OFF TO
THE INTERROGATORS
WHERE THEY WOULD

BE ASKED—

“WHERE 1S
BIN LADEN?”

“ARE you
AL-QAEDA?!”

ANY VISITORS AT ALL.

“IN GUANTANAMO, WE
DIDN'T HAVE MANY VISITORS. |
IN FACT, WE DIDN'T HAVE #

Tk

“IMAGINE OUR SURPRISE
WHEN A WHOLE FAMILY
VISITED US ONE NIGHT.”
AR

HOW DID THEY GET PAST
THE GUARDS UP IN
THE TOWER?
= IF THE AMERICANS
CATCH THEM, THEY WILL
PUT THEM IN HERE

THEY WILL GIVE
THEM ORANGE
CLOTHES!







S THEY'RE JUST
IN TIME TO SHARE J

AWW!

LOOK AT
THAT!

“ONE NIGHT THE BIG FAT GUY
DID COME BACK BY HIMSELF.”

“WE DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT BROUGHT HIM.”
“MAYBE HE WAS HUNGRY.”







“IT HURT US TO SEE HIM
IN THAT SITUATION.”

DONKEY BASTARD
SON OF A WHORE!

P SHUT THE FUCK UP
AND GO BACK
TO SLEEP!







WE COULDN'T

i BREATHE.”

“SOLITARY CONFINEMENT.”
“MEALS CUT.”

“WHEN YOU HAVE SO LITTLE,
YOU MUST STAND FOR WHAT
Y0U HAVE AND DEFEND
THOSE WHO HAVE LESS
AND ARE WEAKER.”

“EVEN IF THEY ARE
A BANANA RAT.”




A
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“WE LIKED ALL OF THE
ANIMALS AT GUANTANAMO.”

I SWEAR THAT
BIRD WORKS FOR THE
INTERROGATORS!







“EVERYONE HEARD THE NEWS
THAT THE MOST-WANTED
BIRD HAD BEEN CAUGHT.

THEY STARTED FANTASIZING
ABOUT WHAT TO DO WITH HIM.”

THAT TORTURER MUST BE
SENT TO GUANTANAMO
OR INTERROGATION!

AND SUBJECTED TO
WATERBOARDING AND
SLEEP DEPRIVATION!

I THINK THAT BIRD
WAS WORKING FOR THE
CIA AND FBI AND HE MUST
BE PROSECUTED!

LET THE CATS BE
HIS INTERROGATORS!

HE IS THE WORST
OF THE WORST!

“A DETAINEE BROUGHT SOME PAINT
AND DIPPED THE BIRD'S FEET IN IT.”

AGREEMENT |
Twill MOT DISTURB R
CAMP DELTA, =
T wiLL oMLY PECK
ON THE ASSHOLE
GENGRAL MiLLER'S
OFFICE WAL



“FINALLY, THE BIRD'S CAPTOR
TOOK ONE FEATHER FROM HIS TAIL”

‘§ “THEN RELEASED HIM.”

B Y

MANSOOR ADAYFI WAS IMPRISONED IN
GUANTANAMO BAY DETENTION CAMP
FOR 15 YEARS.

_— -

THIS IS ME NOW.

“WE WOULD NEVER GET BACK
THE YEARS OF OUR LIVES
THAT WERE THK&EN AWAY

%
O]

@

_ ’3’0

Telee

- j‘

I STRUGGLE
TO SURVIVE.
I LIVEIN
UNCERTAINTY.
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HE WAS NEVER CHARGED
WITH A CRIME.
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ALKA PRADHAN ON LUNCH DUTY, FIFTH GRADE

“| GREW UP IN THE SUBURBS 0F COLUMBUS, OHIO.
IT WAS REALLY, REALLY HOMOGENOUS.”

““| WAS VERY RELIGIOUS, AND | HAD A QUICK TEMPER.
| ACTUALLY USED MY RELIGION T0 SUPPORT THAT.”

“IN HINDUISM, THERE’S A REAL EMPHASIS ON HoW
IT’S YOUR DUTY T0 FIGHT FOR WHAT'S RIGHT.”

“‘| TOOK THAT AS MY JUSTIFICATION TO
ARGUE OFTEN AND LOUDLY WITH EVERYONE.”

YOU'RE
A WALKING
SHIT-COLUMN!













“IT SEEMED REALLY INTERESTING T0 ME THAT PEOPLE FROM ALL DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
WERE TRYING T0 FIND SOLUTIONS TOGETHER FOR ALL THESE PROBLEMS.”

YEARS LATER, ALKA WENT T0 LAW SCHoOL.
SHE INTERNED AT THE UN. DURING THE
INVASION OF IRAQ.

“DURING THAT WHOLE ‘SHOCK AND AWE’ CAMPAIGN,
THEY WOULD JUST TELEVISE HOURS 0F BOMBING IN
BAGHDAD AS IF IT WAS ENTERTAINMENT. LIKE IT WAS
FIREWORKS. THAT WAS ENOUGH."







DURING HIS FIRST WEEK IN OFFICE IN 2203,
PRESIDENT 0BAMA SIGNED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER
DIRECTING THE CIA T0 SHUT DOWN ITS BLACK

SITES AND THE PRISON AT GUANTANAMO.

LIVING OUR VALUES

DOESN'T MAKE US
WEAKER, IT MAKES
US SAFER AND
IT MAKES US
STRONGER.

HE ORDERED THAT THE CASES OF THE 240
PEOPLE STILL IMPRISONED AT GUANTANAMO BE
REVIEWED BY A BOARD T0 DETERMINE IF
THE MEN SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED,
RELEASED, 0R PROSECUTED.

0BAMA ALSQ IMMEDIATELY BANNED THE USE OF
THE BUSH-APPROVED TORTURE TECHNIQUES
LIKE WATERBOARDING.

| CAN STAND HERE
TONIGHT AND SAY
WITHOUT EXCEPTION
OR EQUIVOCATION
THAT THE UNITED
STATES OF
AMERICA DOES
NOT TORTURE.

0BAMA’S ORDERS WERE FORWARD-LOOKING.

HE DIDN'T SUGGEST PROSECUTING ANYONE—LIKE
GENERAL MILLER OR JIM HAYNES—FOR WAR CRIMES.
BUT IT FELT LIKE THE DAWN 0F A NEW,
OPTIMISTIC ERA.

| FEEL LIKE | CAN BREATHE. IT FEELS LIKE A
WEIGHT HAS BEEN LIFTED. IT FEELS LIKE THIS
IS THE BEGINNING 0F

0 BEING ABLE =

T0 GO BACK
T0 NORMAL.







ALKA SPENT TW0 YEARS WRITING AN IN-DEPTH
REPORT ON US. DETENTION POLICIES.

... THEN, IN 2043, THE HUMAN RIGHTS
ORGANIZATION REFRIEVE ASKED ALKA T0
REPRESENT A DOZEN MEN IMPRISONED
INDEFINITELY AT GUANTANAMO. REPRIEVE WAS
LEGALLY CHALLENGING THE BASIC CONDITIONS AT
THE PRISON AND ALS0 HELPING PRISONERS
NAVIGATE THE BIZARRE LEGAL PROCESS.

GETTING 0UT OF GUANTANAMO IS A BUREAUCRATIC
ORDEAL. A PRISONER NEEDS A UNANIMOUS RULING
FROM A GROUP CALLED THE PERIODIC REVIEW
BOARD (PRB), WHICH HAS REPRESENTATIVES FROM
SIX DIFFERENT BRANCHES 0F GOVERNMENT.

THE PERIODIC REVIEW BOARD DOESN'T
DECLARE HIM INNOCENT OR GUILTY. IT'S NOT A
TRIAL BUT A PAROLE-TYPE PROCESS T0 ASSESS
WHETHER HE IS CURRENTLY A THREAT T0 THE
UNITED STATES. THEY DON'T DISCUSS WHETHER
HE WAS EVER A THREAT.

AND THEN HE IS EITHER REPATRIATED, OR, IF THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE, ANOTHER
COUNTRY HAS TO AGREE T0 TAKE HIM IN.







ALKA’S FIRST CLIENT MEETING WAS WITH A
34-YEAR-0LD YEMENI PRISONER NAMED EMAD HASSAN.
HE'D BEEN IN US, CUSTODY FOR 44 YEARS.

$0, DOES HE
EAT WITH US?

/7 No, HE'S ON )
el )LL)
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BUT WE'LL BUY HIM SOME HoT
TEA. HIS THROAT HURTS
BECAUSE THEY SHOVE THE
FEEDING TUEBE

““HE WAS BOUNCY, HE ALMOST HAD LIKE A HIP-
VIBE. HE'D BRAIDED HIS HAIR INTO C00LI0 bRAPID?””







THANKS
ALL THE BROTHERS
LAUGH AT ME
ABOUT ITH

““AND THEN IT WAS LIKE A SWITCH FLIPPED.””

EMAD,
I LIKE YOUR HAIR!

I DID THIS HAIR FOR
HER. SHE CRIES
EVERY TIME SHE

SEES ME.

=

1 JUST WANT
TO0 SEE MY
MOTHER.

‘““WHAT IS THERE T0 SAY?
ARBITRARY DETENTION WITHOUT

| THOUGHT

MAYBE THIS CHARGE AND WITHOUT ANY

WouLD MAKE END IN SIGHT IS TORTURE.”
HER LAUGH. 4 b

BUT WHAT IF
IT DOESN'T7
WHAT DO |
TELL HER?
HoW LONG
AM | GOING
T0 BE HERE?







IN 2004, EMAD HAD
MOVED FROM YEMEN T0
FAISALABAD, PAKISTAN,

TO STUDY THE QURAN AT

A SMALL UNIVERSITY.

HE HAD A
PASSION FOR
POETRY. HE
LOVED RUMIL

A CIA CO-LEADER 0F THE MISSION THAT NIGHT LATER

ADMITTED THAT A LOT OF THEIR EVIDENCE WAS
FAULTY. ONE PLACE THEY WERE SUPPOSED T0

RAID TURNED OUT T0 BE A SHISH KEBAB STAND.

WERE THERE
INNOCENT ARABS IN
SOME OF THOSE HOUSES?

| WoULDN'T BE SURPRISED
IF THE ANSWER WAS YES.

CIA OFFICER
JOHN KIRIAKOU

ONE NIGHT, A TEAM OF PAKISTANI TROOPS AND CIA
OFFICERS RAIDED HIS DORM, ACTING ON A TIP
ABOUT IT BEING AN AL-QAEDA SAFEHOUSE.

PAKISTANI FORCES WHo
ARRESTED EMAD WERE
PAID A 35,000 BOUNTY
BY THE US. MILITARY.
EMAD WAS SENT T0 THE
US. MILITARY PRISON IN
KANDAHAR.

Do YouU HAVE

ANY CONNECTION
T0 AL-QAEDA?

THE QUESTION CONFUSED EMAD.
NEAR WHERE EMAD GREW UP
IN YEMEN IS A TOWN CALLED
AL-QAIDAH. HE HAD NO IDEA

WHY THE AMERICANS
WANTED T0 KNOW ABOUT IT.







WE'RE GOING To GET YoU 0UT.
WE'RE WORKING oN IT.

I'M THE DAUGHTE F
.'MMFCRANTS, BUT I Hﬁ:PEN
TO KNoW A Lot ABOUT THE

MILITARY. | HAVE
FATHER-IN-LAW's G;:EVA
CONVENTIONS oN
MYy SHELF,

“I’M MARRIED T0 A FORMER NAVY OFFICER.
HIS FAMILY HAS FOUGHT IN EVERY
WAR IN U.S. HISTORY.”

“EVERY TIME | TELL MY FATHER-IN-LAW
ABOUT THE LATEST 0F WHAT HAPPENED
AT OUR HEARINGS, HE'S SHOCKED.””







WE CREATED AN ENTIRE NEW “THERE 1S N0 WAY WE WoULD HAVE GOTTEN
LEGAL SYSTEM FOR BROWN AWAY WITH BEING ABLE T0 CREATE A
MEN. IF THESE WERE WHITE PRISON CAMP ON LAND THAT'S NOT OUR
MEN FROM FRANCE OR TERRITORY SPECIFICALLY FOR THE
GERMANY, THERE IS NO PURPOSE 0F NOT APPLYING OUR LAWS.”
WAY GUANTANAMO
WouLD EXIST.

‘““RACISM IS THE REASON FOR IT. AND NOBODY
WANTS T0 TALK ABOUT THAT. ”

“IF A WHITE MAN HAD BEEN WATERBOARDED,
| GUARANTEE YoU THAT EVERYONE WOULD AT
LEAST ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT'S TORTURE.”

STUCK IN LIMBO, EMAD
PROTESTED WITH THE ONLY
T00L HE HAD: HIS BODY.
HE WENT ON A HUNGER
STRIKE.

HE STAYED ON A HUNGER STRIKE
FOR SEVEN YEARS.







WHEN HE WAS SENT T0 GUANTANAMO IN 2002,
THE MILITARY HAD INSISTED EMAD WAS A
““HIGH RISK” T0 THE UNITED STATES AND A

HE ENDED HIS SEVEN-YEAR HUNGER STRIKE.
A YEAR PASSED.

RECRUITER FOR AL-QAEDA. BUT IN 2240, AFTER
FINALLY LOOKING AT THE FACTS OF HIS CASE,
THE GUANTANAMO REVIEW TASK FORCE
RECOMMENDED HIM FOR RELEASE.

~
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THREE YEARS LATER, EMAD WAS STILL SITTING
IN GUANTANAMO, JUST WAITING. HE SPENT
A LOT 0F HIS TIME READING.

HE WAS VERY CONCERNED AT ONE

POINT THAT GEORGE R. R. MARTIN

WAS GOING TO PASS AWAY BEFORE
HE COULD FINISH GAME

0F THRONES. AP

THE U.S. NEVER CHARGED MOST GUANTANAMO
PRISONERS WITH CRIMES, BUT IT REFUSES T0
DECLARE THEM OFFICIALLY INNOCENT, T00.
MANY COUNTRIES ARE WARY 0F TAKING
IN MEN STILL LEGALLY BRANDED AS
‘““ENEMY COMBATANTS.”







BUT OVER THE COURSE 0F A DECADE, DOZENS
OF COUNTRIES AGREED T0 ACCEPT GUANTANAMO
PRISONERS, OFTEN AS A FAVOR T0 0BAMA'S
STATE DEPARTMENT.

NUMEROUS GUANTANAMO PRISONERS WERE
GIVEN A CHOICE: STAY IN GITMO OR BE
RELEASED T0 A COUNTRY THEY'D
NEVER BEEN T0 BEFORE.

IT WASN'T SAFE FOR EMAD T0 RETURN T0
YEMEN. SINCE HE'D COME TO GUANTANAMO, HIS
HOME COUNTRY HAD BEEN SPLIT APART BY A
BRUTAL CIVIL WAR. HE COULDN'T G0 BACK, BUT
NG OTHER COUNTRY OFFERED TO TAKE HIM IN.

SUMMER 2013

AFTER YEARS 0F DELAYING HIS RELEASE,
EMAD'S SITUATION CHANGED AGAIN.

“I REMEMBER
GETTING A
PHONE cALL

FROM THE
STATE

/| PEPARTMENT.”

RELEASED
TO OMAN.

o LR
2t

hst
P







““ONE OF THE CONCERNS WAS WHETHER HE
WAS WELL ENOUGH TO TRAVEL.
HE WAS SKIN AND BONES.””

START DRINKING
MORE FLUIDS, DRINK
SOME MORE SOUPS!
TRY T0 GAIN A
FEW POUNDS.

WHY D0 THEY HAVE T0 HUMILI-
ATE ME AGAIN? WHY CAN'T |
JUST USE THE BATHROOM ON
PLANE?

LOOK, | DON'T KNOW,

I DON’T HAVE AN
ANSWER. ALL | KNOW IS
THAT WHEN YoU GET 0FF
W THE PLANE, You cAN GET
| AWAY FRoM THE AMERICANS
AND NEVER HAVE T0 DEAL
WITH US AGAIN.

E'S ONE OF THE
LUCKIER ONES.”"

‘““THE OTHER CONVERSATION THAT WAS REALLY
HARD WAS ABOUT THE DIAPERING. THE RULE
IS THEY LEAVE AS THEY ARRIVE—WHICH
MEANS SENSORY DEPRIVATION: GOGGLES,
SHACKLES, AND DIAPERING.””

“I| WAS REALLY AFRAID THAT HE WAS GOING To
GET T0 THE TARMAC AND REFUSE. BECAUSE YoU
DON'T GET A SECOND CHANCE AFTER THAT.”

ALKA IS STILL WORKING AS A LAWYER
AT GUANTANAMO,










“WHY | CHOSE TO DO
THIS WORK (S NOT
THE ANSWER PEOPLE
EXPECT IT TO BE."

"l FEEL IT'S MYy
RESPONSIBILITY AS A

AME."

"I THINK THE ONLY
RESPONSIBLE USE OF
PRIVILIGE IS TO PUSH

BACK ON THE FACT THAT

PRIVILIGE IS ALLOCATED SO

DISPARATELY BASED ON

COLOR AND RELIGION."







vout | TAcosBE I FA

"OUR JOB AS
GITMO COUNSEL
GOES FAR BEYOND
THE LEGAL
FILINGS.”

"THE RELATIONSHIP THAT WE HAVE
"WE'RE THEIR ONLY WITH THEM [S UNIQUE.”
HUMAN CONTACT THAT
R '
DETAINEES." I'M BUYING
L = FOOD FOR MUSLIM \
PRISONERS. WHAT
WOuLD BE

“I'M A PERSON FROM THE
OUTSIDE WORLD WHO
CARES ABOUT YOW.”







“NO ONE GETS TO HEAR
ABDUL LATIF NASIR'S
VOICE EVEN TP:OL:.&H

i

| CAN HEAR IT
MY HEA

THANK YOU,
SHELBY!

YOU KNOW,
YOU ARE MY
BLACK BOX.

YOUWRE THE ONE PERSON I'VE SHARED
EVERYTHING WITH. YOW KNOW mYy
FAVORITE BOOKS, YOUW KNOW MY HISTORY,
YOU KNOW MY FAMILY'S NAMES.

WHAT DO
YOW MEAN?

you
KNOW, LIKE,
ON AN AIRPLANE,
WHERE IT HAS
ALL THE
INFORMATION.







§ WHILE IN GUANTANAMO,
-~ ; ABDUL LATIF NASIR
'

HANDWROTE A 2,000-WORD
. § ENGLISH-ARABIC DICTIONARY.

. |

"HE IS VERY MUCH
A WISE, CALM, VERY POLITE,
NONCONFRONTATIONAL GUY.”

"HE WRITES ME A BIRTHDAY CARD
EVERY YEAR. HE WENT SO FAR AS
TO DRAW A CARD SHAPE BECAUSE

HE DIDN'T HAVE A REAL CARD.”
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IT'S NOT A TRIAL, BUT FOR THE MEN AT
GUANTANAMO WHO ARE NOT CHARGED
WITH CRIMES, THE HEARING IS THEIR
ONLY CHANCE TO PLEAD THEIR CASE.
THEY SOMETIMES DO IT WITHOUT A
LAWYER PRESENT.

J IS HELPING
PRISONERS PREPARE
FOR THEIR PERIODIC

REVIEW BOARD

HEARINGS.

THE DETAINEE GETS,
A ONE-PAGE SUMMARY
OF THE ALLEGATIONS
AGAINST HIM BEFORE HE
GOES TO THE HEARINGS.

THAT'S ALL HE GETS.

[F HE READS IT OVER AND
SAYS "THAT'S ALL UNTRUE," THE
DETAINEE (S ACCUSED OF A "LACK
OF CONTRITION.” THEY'RE ACCUSED
OF MAKING FALSE STATEMENTS
BECAUSE THEY'RE DENYING THE
ALLEGATIONS.

THE PRB SAYS, “WE'RE NOT TELLING You TO
CONFESS TO THINGS THAT YOU DID NOT DO.”
BUT THE PRACTICAL OUTCOME IS THE SAME.

THIS IS NOT A LEGAL
SYSTEM WUSED ANYWHERE
ELSE: IT WAS_MADE UP JUST
FOR GUANTANAMO BY THE
OBAMA ADMINISTRATION.







IN THE DARK HALLS OF ABU GHRAIB AND THE
DETENTION CELLS OF GUANTANAMO, WE HAVE
COMPROMISED OUR MOST PRECIOUS VALUES.

IN 2008, PRESIDENT
OBAMA PROMISED TO
CLOSE THE PRISON.

HAVE YOUW HEARD?
WE'RE GETTING OUT
OF HERE!

PRESIDENT OBAMA VOWED
TO CLOSE GUANTANAMO.
BUT BOTH REPUBLICANS AND
CONSERVATIVE DEMOCRATS
FOUGHT TO KEEP THE
PRISON OPEN.

CuOSEGINTAIAE

IN 2009, THE SENATE
VOTED TO NIX FUNDING
THE PRESIDENT HAD HOPED
TO USE TO CLOSE THE
PRISON. THE VOTE WAS
OVERWHELMING: 90 TO 6.

HaRRY

REiD
(veMocRaT,
NEVAD))

GUANTANAMO
IS THE PERFECT

GUANTANAMO MAKES US

LESS SAFE . . . HOWEVER,

THIS IS NEITHER THE TIME

NOR THE BILL TO DEAL
WITH THIS.

TERRORISTS.

PLACE FOR THESE

REPUBLICANS ADDED A LINE TO THE
DEFENSE BUDGET BILL THAT
BANNED ANYONE HELD AT
GUANTANAMO FROM COMING TO THE
W.S.—EVEN TO BE TRIED IN AN
AMERICAN COURTROOM. THE BAN
HAS BEENRENEWED EVER SINCE.

ToM

MC : b CoTToN
(RePUBLICAN, - (REPUBLICIN,
KENTVCKY) 2RKANS5IS)

THE ONLY PROBLEM
WITH GUANTANAMO BAY IS
THAT THERE ARE TOO MANY
EMPTY CELLS. EVERY LAST
ONE OF THEM CAN ROT IN
HELL. BUT AS LONG AS THEY
DON'T DO THAT, THEN THEY
CAN ROT [N GUANTANAMO
BAY.




WITHOUT THE SUPPORT | 4 | OBAMA COULD HAVE, ISSUED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER
OF CONGRESS, OBAMA . {70 CLOSE GUANTANAMO ALTOGETHER, BUT HE
WUSED AN EKECU-TNE DIDN'T WANT TO FACE THE POLITICAL FALLOUT.
ORDER TO CREATE THE {4 ?

UNIQUE PERIODIC REVIEW

BOARDS SYSTEM.

INSTEAD, OVER THE NEXT L THE ILS. NEVER APOLOGIZED

EIGHT YEARS, 496 MEN i FOR &MPRISDN&%HEP_PH OR
(MPRISONED [N GUANTANAMO b OFFICIALY DE D THEM
WERE CLEARED FOR RELEASE, ; 'g:\qr?n?sgy pggﬁym%ﬂé%
THEN TRANSFERRED REPATRIATED, § TO THE WS.
OR RESETTLED IN THIRD -

COUNTRIES.




“"WE CAN'T MOVE MOWUNTAINS,
WE CAN ONLY POKE
HOLES IN THEM."”

ABDUL, | HAVE
GOOD NEWS.

“ABDUL WAS CLEARED FOR RELEASE
IN JULY 2046. | WAS TOLD BY THE STATE
DEPARTMENT THAT HE WOULD GO HOME

TO MOROCCO, WHERE HE'S FROM."







"AND THEN,

THE MONTHS

STARTED TO
INCH BY.”

THIS MORNING | WATCHED
PRESIDENT OBAMA TALKING ABOWT
GITMO, RIGHT, GUANTANAMO BAY,
WHICH BY THE WAY, WHICH BY THE
WAY, WE ARE KEEPING OPEN. WHICH
WE ARE KEEPING OPEN . .. AND
WE'RE GONNA LOAD IT UP WITH
SOME BAD DUDES, BELIEVE ME,

WE'RE GONNA LOAD IT UR

“TRUMP WON
THE ELECTION.”

WHEN WILL THEY Y
RELEASE MET
I'M CLEARED!

[ DON'T KNOW. BUT I'M
SURE THE NEXT TIME
| SEE YOU, IT WILL
BE IN MOROCCO.







“"AND THEN AN ARTICLE
CAME OUT ON DECEMBER 49
IN THE NEW YORK TIMES THAT
NAMED DETAINEES, SAYING
THAT THEY WERE UNLIKELY
TO GO HOME."

“THE_GOVERNMENT CLAIMED
THAT THE MOROCCANS HAD
GOTTEN BACK TO THEM
EIGHT DAYS TOO LATE."

“l FELT
FEAR.
INADEQUACY.
PANIC."

"THAT CAN'T
BE RIGHT.”

“THE CURRENT SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE HAD DECIDED

TO LEAVE THE DECISION

ABOUT ABDULS RELEASE]
P TO HIS PREDECESSOR.”

"THAT WAS
GUTTING."







SINCE TRUMP CAME INTO OFFICE,
FIVE MEN WHO WERE CLEARED FOR
RELEASE UNDER OBAMA REMAIN
INCARCERATED, INCLUDING
ABDUL LATIF NASSIR.

THEY'RE
STUCK.
FOR YEARS.

“ 4 q
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| THINK | WOWULD HAVE CLOSED
GUANTANAMO ON THE FIRST DAY . . . THE
PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE WAS JUST To
LEAVE IT OPEN.

IN 2046, OBAMA
VISITED CLEVELAND,
OHIO. A SEVENTH
GRADER ASKED HIM
A QUESTION.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD You
GIVE OURSELF [F YOU
COULD GO BACK TO THE
START OF YOUR
PRESIDENCY?

"IT'S VERY HARD TO LOOK
A CLIENT IN THE FACE
WHEN THEY SAY, 'WHAT'S

THE POINT OF THE

SYSTEM? WHAT'S THE

POINT OF ENGAGING?""

"l WILL CARRY ON WITH ALL
OF THOSE THINGS, AS LONG
AS THERE IS SOME CHANCE.”










"Arabic just always appealed to me.
The script is really pretty.”

| After college, | got an internship
at the Legal Center for Arab
Hinority Rights in Israel.”







"About six months into my internship,
the second intifada broke out.”

“I wound up working in Palestine
for eight years. Spending most
of my twenties there deeply
impacted who | am today.”







In 2009, when President Obama announced he
would close Guantanamo, human rights
organization Reprieve got U.N. funding to
start the Life After Guantdnamo project.
Katie was hired in 2010.

111
“If you're released, it's not Like
you step out of Guantanamo and
suddenly all of that is behind you
and you've forgotten it.”

¥
"I think | expected the
men to be angrier.”

ﬁ !

Okay, tell me what's
going on.

Al right, let me see if | can
get someone to your house
to fix the Wi-Fi.

"The U.S. government resettled many
[former prisoners] in third-party ‘host’
countries, so many of them had fo rebuild
their Lives in countries they'd never even set

foot in before.”

“They didn't speak the lanquage,
they didn't know how to navigate the basic
institutions that we use day to day.
They were just left and expected to
get on with their lives.”







“If you've only been dealing within

the confines of an arbitrary prison

system, it orders the way that you
think about the world.”

QUWR :

"Yesterday, my electricity went out.
You don't really think about it,
you just deal with it."

A core part of the “regime of
control” at Guantdnamo was to
make it impossible for detainees
to trust their sense of reality.

"Whereas a torture victim or
someone who has been detained
indefinitely might think .. . "

What have | done to make
this happen?! Why are they
doing this fo me?!

This creates an immense sense of
paranoia and uncertainty. And their
fears aren’t unfounded.







“In 2016—1 remember the day very well—
Suddenly, we were getting calls from former
Guantanamo detainees from all over the world.”

| | {3 |2

There has been an accident.
Someone said to call you.

" Hello? Hello?
Repri eve?

That's how Katie and her colleaques first got in contact
with two Libyan former detainees Lliving in Dakar, Senegal.

While Ghereby and Bakr had been in Guantanamo, in 2045, as the Obama administration
their home had entirely chongedA During the scrambled to transfer prisoners sut of

Arab Spring, Libyans staged a revolution against Guantanamo, the U.S. government gave

their country’s dictatorship. It descended info a the fwo men a choice: stay in the prison
bloody civil war, with rival factions fighting indefinitely or be sent o Senegal.

brutally on all sides.







'Agreemenfs between the U.S. government and host governments

are confidential. We never know what the trade-off is, if there is

one. There have been rumors over the years that there have been
trade deals, money involved. But we can only guass.'

“Each country does it differently, there’s
no unity in what the host countries offer
or promise. In some countries, they
created a whole new legal status just for
men from Guantdnamo.”

_—

“That was very unhelpful. It was really
unclear what rights they had or didn't
have. Can they open a bank account?
Can they get a driver’s license?
Can they get married?”

= you put them in an uncertain
circumstance where they don’t have legal

residence, they don't know if they're =
qoing to be able to stay there. It adds to Because they could be to
their fear of the future.” out at any moment.

= |







Life for the former prisoners
in Senegal had many problems. | still in Libya. The Senegalese
Khalifa was an amputee, and both [T government did not permit them

had vision problems: requests for to live with him in Senegal.
glasses and a better-fitting T
prosthetic leq fook months.







“Leading up to the two-year anniversary of their
arrival in Seneqgal, the men received a
handwritten note saying the government was
qoing fo facilitate their removal o Libyu.'
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“We panicked, they panicked,
everybody panicked.”

In Libya, 1 will have no life, and there’s no

..- = security there. When | told friends | was
being sent home, they told me I'm going
to my death.

“For us, the frail went
dark simultaneously.”







The New York Times reported
that the Senegalese government
deported the two men fo Libya.

Then, just like the men had | Are they dead? In prison?
feared, they vanished. Held by a warlord?

| know the U.S. could have
stopped this. It was horrible.
It continues to be horrible.

INNOCENTYUNTIL
PROVEN Musyim

The response from the U.S.
government was silence.

I'm very worried about the message
that this sends to host countries:
nobody's watching, nobody cares. So
forusit's very important to show
that people are watching.

3 f 8 5/

After taking office in 201%, President
Trump had abolished the office of an
ambassador assigned fo help close

Guantdnamo Bay prison.







“I think that here we are, 17 years later, and
we're still saying so many of the things we
were saying at the very beginning: this prison
is premised on false information.”

“The U.S. government did an extremely good
Job of fearmongering since the very
beginning. These were monsters, these were
people who had perpetrated the worst crime
on Americans ever. That was the false
messaging, and it was quite successful.”

*I think when you tap info fear,
it's incredibly strong and
it's incredibly moving.”




’ “The excesses of Guantanamo Leak into
‘?':‘ so many things, both domestically and
& \ in terms of our foreign policy.”
~\ z i
~ N
o
“You create this feedback Loop
when you allow something
Like this to exist.”

“And the Lack of accountability
has meant that the situation
replicates itself ...~

“There's been no
accountability.”
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Americans are more
supportive of torture
now than we were
before Guantanamo.

Every time one of y'all runs a
story about GITMO, it has a
picture of guys in red jumpsuits
from Camp )% -Ray. That is not

7 who we are.

¥ We're treating these
guys pretty darn
well. GITMO has
evolved, we're not
A-Ray anymore.

| REAR ADMIRAL

JOHN RING







I wasn't here back
when these quys
showed up. | can say
that | know how these
folks are treated now:
safe, humane, legal.

1 believe this

place is in line

with American
values.

We're keeping people
off the battlefield who
otherwise would be
harming Americans or
Americans’ interests,

: You've seen how they're
treated. We're probably doing it
better than anyone else who's
doing detention in the world.

You talk about American
values. How are we supposed
to square that with the fact
that most of the quys who
were held here have been
released because we didn't
find anything on them?







[ don't know if we didn't
have anything on them or
if the appetite to hold
them went away.

There is a process to
determine whether they're a
risk to the United States, the

Periodic Review Boards.

They go before a board
and get asked, “Are you
still a threat to the
United States?”

Is there a process in
place to release them if
they're determined to
not be a threat?

I am not
aware of one.

These men have
been here for over a
decade, many of them

without charge. How do
you square that with
your values?

w” So, they were taken off a
/ battlefield somewhere. If we let

[ them go. they go back on the
I feel my face get flushed. battlefield and kill people. That's
I try not to stutter. |\ how [ square that in my own head.







Do you think
| what's happening

here is fair?

Where you sit
depends on where
you stand.

Do 1 think it's fair
that we're holdin
people that would Kill
Americans? Yeah.

If I was a 9/11
survivor, would I think
it was fair? No, because
it's taken too long.

If you believe all the
stories about what
happened in the past, you
might have a different view.







All during the media tour, Commander
Bashaw reviewed the photos we took
to make sure they didn’t contain any
“operational security” leaks.

But our last day at Guantanarmo, the
journalists are called into an office and
told that a new person needs to approve

e 1%

H 1

The soldier in charge of reviewing
our photos has his name tag and

the photos we took at the prison.

He looks maybe 20 years old. The quys at

Guantanamo have been in prison his whole life,
rank covered. I have no idea what 4

his job actually is.

Have you . ..
used a Mac
before?

Do you want Okay, so you click on

me to show ; it, then drag to this

you how to trash can.
delete '







The review process
inches along.

S50 when did
you join the
service?

So | decide to squeeze in
one last interview.

1986. 1 was going
to the University of
Denver and I ran
out of money.

[ think a lot of people would
see a disconnect between loving
punk music and being personally

interested in peace ...
and then working at
Guantanamo.

Do you feel a
disconnect there
for yourself?







It absolutely works fine for 1 have pride in the
me. The 40 we have right rofessionalism that we have.
now are 40 of the most — e treat the detainees very
dangerous people in the \ well. You keer hearing safe,
world. If they weren't here, humane, and legal care, and
they would be off doing that's what they do.
things that probably aren’t -
that good.

Do you feel any moral quandary
over the men who have been
cleared for release who are still
detained here and the men who
haven't faced charges—

I have
no opinion
on that.

Like, no
comment?

No. no
opinion.

[ don't know the stories
behind it. There’s a lot more
to it involved that I don't know
about, so it's hard for me to
say anything—I couldn’t give

\, You an intelligent answer.







Sorry, | have § § Commander Bashaw gets a call from someone—it's
to take this. unclear who—issuing a new order: media actually can't
release any of the photos we took at the prison.

You are loaded into a
This feels like Waiting for Godot. machine, a very organized
We're getting directions from nowhere system. You are thrown into
and they all make no sense. another dimension.

I already published
my photos, they went
out yesterday.

Something must
have happened.







I'm relieved to be leaving.
Four days at Guantanamo
is long,enough.

[ like your
drawings.

Are you on the I ———™ just here

doinq inventorg.
Spent all week in
a warehouse.

media tour? I saw
you on the flight
down here.

Did you get to
go to the
detention camp?

1 saw a
documentary about
it on TV. I wanted to
see it, but we're not

allowed to.

Yeah, it was intense seeing
it in person. I mean, there
are 40 guys in there and
most have never been
charged with a crime—







Just remember,
they're in there
for a reason.
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‘I What is the reason? Often, facts matter
less than the stories we tell ourselves.
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ART FROM ABU ZUBAYDAH

Originally published in “How America Tortures,” 2019

The drawings on these pages are by Abu Zubaydah, a man who has been in
U.S. custody since 2002. His torture at Guantanamo is described in Chapter
Two of this book. In 2019, a group of Seton Hall University School of Law
professors asked Zubaydah to illustrate the torture techniques American
interrogators subjected him to for a report called “How America Tortures.”
His drawings on these pages show how he was shackled in stress positions,
waterboarded, and forced into tiny confinement boxes for hours at a time.

Of the last experience, Zubaydah writes, “The very strong pain made me

scream unconsciously.”













HOW THIS BOOK WAS MADE

For each chapter of this book, | interviewed someone about their experiences
at Guantanamo. Then | transcribed the interview and edited their quotes into
a comic script. When writing a comic, | think about how to tell each story ina
visual way. The script winds up looking a lot like a screenplay, with dialogue,
narration, and images for each panel, plus footnotes for facts and quotes.

Here’s an example of a page from Chapter One, which is based on my

visit to Guantanamo.

Panel one
An iconic image of Camp X-Ray from 2002.
a Narration: In January 2002, the old makeshift refugee jail was turned

into Camp X-Ray. It became the most infamous prison in the world,

Panel two
Camp X-Ray, overgrown with weeds and grasses.

a Narration: Now it’s an overgrown ruin,

Panel three
Commander Bashaw, other reporters, and me hiking through knee-high grass
down a hill. The minivan is on the road at the top of the hill,in the background.
a Bashaw: One good thing to know about Guantanamo Bay is there are

no venomous snakes or spiders here.’

Panel four
Another image of Camp X-Ray, totally overgrown. A wooden guard tower is framed
against the landscape. I'm standing next to a young-looking Alabama National
Guardsman who’s happily talking to me (Sgt Hearn).
a Sergeant Hearn: At nighttime, this is a really nice place to look at the
stars. It's pretty dark out here.?

b. Narration: Already, what happened here feels like ancient history.

Before | sent the script to the artists, | scoured public domain archives and put







in January 2002, the old makeshift
refugee jail becane Canp W-Ray 1t
became the most infamous pm.an in
the world

Now it's an overgrown rusin

Once the script was fact-

One good thing to K

hnow about Guantaramo
Bay is there are no

venamous snakes or
spiders here. _/
—

checked and copyedited, the

artists spent five months
drawing the book. The first
step is drawing thumbnails

(which look like a storyboard),

AL nighttine this is a real

place to look at the stars It's
pretty dark out here

iy mice then pencils, inks, and finally

>
7 d 5,{\ colors. You can see how

@ Tl L Hazel's art evolved from
z G“‘-,r’

pencils to inks on the left.

| encourage the artists

what
happenkd here feels

Yok ancitad Matory work with to make whatever

creative decisions they think

In January 2002, the old nakeshift

refugee pl became Camp X-Ray It
became the most infamous prisen in
the world

I
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Now it's an overgrown ruin I i
y i One good thi i
r % about

are right. For example, Hazel

know as mm
Bay s there are no
VEnEMOUs snakes o

spiders hare

combined two of the panelsin

the scriptinto one to allow for
a wider scene in the middle of

the page. | find comics always

turn out better when each
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